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1.1 INTRODUCTION

The City of Montebello Park Facilities Master Plan
(Master Plan) is based on a comprehensive planning
process that took place from March 2020 through
May 2021. This Master Plan provides an assessment
of Montebello’s parks and playgrounds system, tak-
ing into account future growth in the community. The
Master Plan is intended to provide a realistic view of
the City’s parks and facilities as they exist now and as
they could evolve into the future.

The City of Montebello is Los Angeles County’s 29th
most populous city with 62,742 residents. Montebel-
lo is approximately 8.3 square miles and is located 10
miles east of downtown Los Angeles, within the tri-
angular intersection of I-5, [-60, and I-605. Montebel-
lo has 125 acres of parkland, with 1.3 park acres per
1,000 people. Sixty percent of the population lives
within half-mile of a park compared to the county
average of forty-nine percent. Grant Rea Park is the
largest park with 21.8 acres and is home to batting
cages, multiple ball fields, and the Barnyard Zoo (the
City’s local petting zoo).

The Department of Recreation and Community Ser-
vices is responsible for providing the community with
“innovative social, cultural, recreational, and educa-
tional activities to promote and enhance the quality of
life in Montebello.” The department provides an ex-

tended variety of community and recreational servic-
es, leisure time activities, and health programs to resi-
dents, as well as many neighboring communities. The
department also includes the Park Maintenance and
Building Division, which is in charge of maintaining
the parks and city facilities throughout Montebello.

Montebello’s recreation and community facilities con-
sist of three community/recreation centers, one sen-
ior center, four mini parks, six neighborhood parks,
and two community parks. These park types are de-
fined in detail in Chapter 3 of this Master Plan. Other
major recreational amenities include eight baseball
fields, seven basketball courts, two tennis courts, six
multi-purpose fields, one skate park, two swimming
pools, two splash pads, and one gymnasium. City-
wide park master plans are usually intended to layout
a vision for the future, as well as coherent steps for
achieving this vision. The overall citywide master plan
is not intended to go into detail on park design, park
programming, or park environmental review. Howev-
er, in this Master Plan, some preliminary design ideas
are explored for three parks within the City. No park
facility should be constructed from this document
without individual park master plans, detailed site
plans, engineering, and environmental review. How-
ever, this document can be used as a tool to develop
plans in the future.




1.2 KEY ISSUES AND REOCCURRING
THEMES

Issues regarding parks, recreation facilities, and pro-
grams were identified using various methods of in-
put. This included a review of existing plans and doc-
uments, stakeholder meetings, inventory of existing
facilities, a statistically valid and open link survey,
level of services analysis, and various community
workshops and presentations. A summary of the in-
formation gathered from these sources can be found
in Chapter 5 and Appendix lll. This information was
analyzed, and recommendations were developed to
address the following key issues:

Community Survey

» There are concerns about safety and security at
the parks.

» Maintenance, repairs, and security improvements
are needed throughout the park system.

» More focus on providing family-oriented activities.

» Ensure environmental sustainability in park design
and maintenance practice.

» Add more pocket parks/plaza.

» Offer cultural events, festivals, and activities to re-
flect diversity and inclusivity.

» Ensure facilities and programs are affordable to all
residents of Montebello.

» Expand current park amenities and activities.

» Create economic benefit through the attraction of
businesses and enhanced property values.

» Increase use of parks resulting from adding infill
amenities to existing parks.

» New parks in areas of new growth to address in-
equities in park access to different areas of the City.

» Add more traditional neighborhood or commu-
nity parks.

» Expand existing park boundaries.

» Upgrade and retrofit existing facilities throughout
the City.

» Add more linear parks that include natural areas
with paths.

» Ensure parks and recreation opportunities are ac-
cessible to all residents. Encourage active lifestyles
and promote health, wellness, and fitness.

» Add more trails and walking areas in or outside
of parks.

» Increase use of parks resulting from increased pro-
grams and activities.

» Strengthen community image and sense of place.

CHAPTER 1 EXECUTIVE SUMMARY

Staff Interviews:

» Additional staff members would allow the Depart-
ment to optimize operations and expand program-
ming/services.

» Restroom buildings are a big concern.
» Lack of joint use agreements creates challenges.

» Lighting would help make the parks feel safer and
encourage positive park use during the evening.

» The department does not have a scholarship pro-
gram for recreation programs which limits access
for low-income residents. Expand sports programs
to include football, soccer, and baseball, addition-
al competitive sports programs, and girls’ softball
programs.

1.2.1 SUMMARY OF PROGRAM ANALYSIS
KEY FINDINGS

According to the input received through the com-
munity outreach process, the parks, recreation facil-
ities, and programs are actively used by Montebello’s
residents. Key issues were identified through stake-
holder meetings and interviews, online community
workshops, a community survey, a review of existing
documents, an inventory, and a geographic distribu-
tion analysis. All the information obtained from the
sources was analyzed and recommendations were
developed to address the following key issues:

» Improve walking and biking connections to parks.
» Preserve open space.
» Create additional trails through open space.

» Make improvements and/or renovate existing
amenities of parks.
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1.3 RECOMMENDATIONS

After analyzing the findings, community and stake-
holder input, inventory of existing facilities, level of
service analysis, and analysis of future recreation
trends, a series of recommendations were developed
to guide the improvement of Montebello’s parks, rec-
reation facilities, and programs. Early in the planning
process, the team developed three major goals for the
project; to Connect, to Improve, and to Include. These
broad goals help to organize the overall strategies for
the project. A summary of these can be found below:
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These goals and strategies represent ideas that have
evolved all the way from the beginning of the work
effort and that have been influenced by public input,
level of service analysis, and other factors since that
time. The team used these broad goals and strate-
gies to identify action-oriented objectives and actions
which have further fiscal planning impact, operation-
al budget impacts, and timelines to complete. These
recommendations can be found in more detail in
Chapter 6.

1.4 GLOSSARY OF TERMS

These terms will be found throughout the report and
the definitions to these terms are below:

Active recreation: Structured individual or team ac-
tivity that requires the use of special facilities, cours-
es, fields, or equipment.

Amenity: A physical element that accommodates a
recreational activity or sport.

Facility: The built features within parks that create op-
portunities to engage in specific games and activities.
These can range from single courts or small play areas
up to the recreation centers which supports a wide
variety of self-directed and programmed recreation.

Natural habitat: Native or naturalized plant com-
munities and natural features such as woodlands, ri-
parian corridors, and varied undeveloped landscape,
including but not limited to all areas designated as
environmentally sensitive habitat areas (EHSA) in the
General Plan.

Open space: Any area of land that is essentially unim-
proved and designated for one or more of the following
open space uses: (1) land for the preservation of natural
resources; (2) land for the managed production of re-
sources; (3) open space for outdoor recreation; (4) open
space for public health and safety; and (5) protection of
Native American cultural sites, including burial, historic
or archaeological, sacred, or other cultural sites.

Park: Public land for passive or active recreation.

Passive natural area: Areas designated for passive
recreation where minimal stress has been done to the
site’s resources.

Passive recreation: Recreational activities that do not
require prepared facilities like sports fields or pavilions.

Playground: A space designed for children to play and
explore. It may include playsets, interactive panels, and
protective surfacing. The types of parks are defined in
detail in Section 3.2 Park Classifications.

Level of Service (LOS): A qualitative measure to relate
the quantity of park facilities. This measurement eval-
uates how parks, open spaces, and facilities serve the
given community.

Geographic Distribution Analysis (GDA): Examines
the walktime, biketime, and drivetime to the parks and
open spaces within the City as determined by a GIS
parkshed analysis.

Transit Oriented Development (TOD): A development
of residential, businesses, and leisure space within
walking distance to a public transportation hub.



1.5 SCOPE OF THE DOCUMENT

The scope of the Master Plan encompasses a summa-
ry of the existing planning efforts, inventorying of the
existing parks and amenities, projection of future condi-
tions, as well as, a summary of the user and community
input, and recommendations for the City. The Master
Plan sets the future direction of the parks, playgrounds,
and portions of parks and open space with improved
facilities in the City of Montebello parks system.

K

\/ievv of Downtown Los Angeles

CHAPTER 1 EXECUTIVE SUMMARY

LI

1.6 OVERVIEW OF THE DOCUMENT

1. Executive Summary — Describes the purpose and
goals of the Master Plan, identifies the key issues
and recurring themes, and provides a summary of
the recommendations.

2. Planning Context — Explains the context of the City
of Montebello to California and the U.S., describes the
functions of the Park Maintenance and Building Divi-
sion, and provides an overview of the planning process
methodology, as well as a review of past and existing
planning documents relevant to the Master Plan.

3. Existing Conditions — Provides analysis and invento-
ry of Montebello’s existing park and recreation facilities,
a description of each park classification, and a park dis-
tribution analysis that includes a Level of Service (LOS)
analysis of existing facilities.

4. Community Priorities and Needs — Summarizes the
information gathered through community workshops,
stakeholder and staff interviews, and invitation and
open link surveys. This chapter also includes a compar-
ative analysis of other cities’ programs along with a pro-
gram analysis of the City.

5. Future Conditions — Analyzes the future projection
of parks and open spaces in the City. Identifies future
recreation trends. Looks into future opportunities and
potential expansion areas. This chapter also inves-
tigates other population-based service analysis and
LOS distribution.

6. Recommendations and Action Plans — Provides
recommendations, goals, and standards to enhance the
level of service and quality of existing facilities and pro-
grams, improve programming and service delivery, and
increase financial opportunities.

7. Appendices — Includes the Park Specific Plans for
Reggie Rodriguez, Grant Rea, and Montebello City Park,
recommendations, operations, maintenance, and finan-
cial analysis, meetings and surveys, and facility needs
assessment report.
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2.1 HISTORY OF MONTEBELLO 2.2 DEPARTMENT OF RECREATION
The recorded history of Montebello is tied to the AND COMMUNITY SERVICES OVERVIEW
greater history of California and the Franciscan Mis- The City of Montebello is Los Angeles County’s 29th

sionaries. Prior to this era, the Rio Hondo River was
occupied by the Tongva Native Americans who were
a part of the larger Uto-Aztecan family. On Septem-
ber 9, 1771 Fathers Angel Somera and Pedro Cam-
bon established the original San Gabriel Mission near
where San Gabriel Boulevard now crosses the Rio
Hondo River. The Mission was fourth in a chain of 21
missions established under Father Junipero Serra.

most populous city with 62,742 residents. Montebel-
lo is approximately 8.3 square miles and is located
10 miles east of downtown Los Angeles, within the
triangular intersection of 1-5, 1-60, and [-605. Monte-
bello has 125 acres of parkland, with 1.3 park acres
per 1,000 people listed as residents in the city using
projected current population numbers. Sixty percent of
the population lives within half mile of a park compared

The City of Montebello originally consisted of parts of to the county average of forty-nine percent. Grant Rea

Rancho San Antonio, Rancho La Merced, and Rancho park is, the largest park with 2_1'8 acres and is home
Paso de Bartolo. On the banks of the Rio Hondo, an to batting cages, multiple ball fields, and the Barnyard

armed conflict was staged with Mexico for posses- Zoo, the City’s local petting zoo.

sion of California at the Battle of the Rio San Gabriel
onJanuary 8, 1847. The Juan Matias Sanchez Adobe
remains standing just north of the intersection of La
Merced and Lincoln Avenue, the heart of the old La
Merced Rancho. The old adobe has just recently been
restored and is part of the park system.

The Department of Recreation and Community Ser-
vices is responsible for providing the community with
“innovative social, cultural, recreational, and education-
al activities to promote and enhance the quality of life
in Montebello.” The department provides an extended
variety of community and recreational services, leisure
time activities and healthy programs to residents, as
well as many neighboring communities. The depart-
ment also includes the Park Maintenance Division,

About a half-mile north of where Garfield Avenue
crosses the Pomona Freeway, Alessandro Repetto
built a ranch house on the hill overlooking his land. AR e .
When Repetto passed in 1885, his brother Antonio Wh,'(,:h is in charge of maintaining the parks and city
sold his inheritance to a group of businessmen well facilities throughout Montebello.

known in Los Angeles. Approximately1,200 acres of

these shares would become what is now known as 2.3 PREVIOUS PLANNING HISTORY
Montebello in May 1899. This area was named Mon- FOR PARKS AND RECREATION

tebello, meaning beautiful hills in Italian. ) )
The City of Montebello has been operating under the

Originally an agricultural community, the area was guidelines of the Comprehensive Parks and Recrea-
famous for flowers, vegetables, berries, and fruits. tion Master Plan, which was adopted in 1993, and has
In 1917 the discovery of oil by Standard Oil Compa- since increased the number of parks and infrastructure
ny changed the agricultural community into a major throughout the City. In 2016, Los Angeles County con-
contributor to oil production. By 1920, Montebello oil ducted a Comprehensive Park and Recreation Needs
fields were producing one-eighth of our state’s crude Assessment, which indicated that the City of Monte-
oil. On October 16, 1920, Montebello was incorpo- bello had moderate need for park improvement.

rated as the 35th of the present cities in Los Angeles o o . )
County. Remnants of the oil fields can still be found in A Municipal Facilities ADA Compliance Evaluation was
the northern hills of Montebello to this day. completed in 2015 and identified 11 City-owned park

and recreational facilities that were in need of updates
in order to meet ADA standards.

n
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2.4 POLICIES AND GUIDANCE
FROM OTHER STUDIES

The following plans were reviewed for relevance
to this master planning effort and to ensure that all
planning efforts were aligned and integrated.

2.4.1 2016 LOS ANGELES COUNTYWIDE
COMPREHENSIVE PARK AND
RECREATION NEEDS ASSESSMENT (2016)

The Los Angeles Countywide Comprehensive Park and
Recreation Needs Assessment documents all existing
parks and recreation facilities in cities and unincorpo-
rated areas within Los Angeles County. The purpose
of this plan is to help local officials, park agencies, and
residents understand the steps necessary to ensure all
communities have access to parks. According to this
assessment, about 60 percent of Montebello residents
live within half a mile of a park. The City has 1.3 park
acres per 1,000 residents and it has a moderate need
for park improvement. A total of ten projects were pro-
posed at a cost upwards of $67.5 million, including:

1 — Replace fitness zones at Henry Acuna Park.
2 —Replace community/recreation center at Taylor Ranch.

3,4, and 5 — Build new community park in southside
Montebello.

6 — Add gymnasium at Chet Holifield Park.

7 — Add dog parks at Henry Acuna Park.

8 — Repair infrastructure/general at Taylor Ranch.

9 — Repair pools/aquatic facilities at Chet Holifield Park.
10 — Add trails at Montebello City Park.

2.4.2 MEASURE A

Los Angeles County (County) voters approved the
Los Angeles County Safe, Clean Neighborhood Parks,
and Beaches Measure (Measure A) in November of
2016. Funding through the Measure A grant program
will generate an estimated total annual funding of
$96.8 million across the County.

Measure A provides cities in the County allocations
for capital improvement projects under the Commu-
nity-based Park Investment Program and Neighbor-
hood Parks, Healthy Communities, & Urban Green-
ing Program as well as additional annual allocations
under the Maintenance and Servicing Program. The
City of Montebello may seek to find funding under
Measure A for some of the park improvements and
programs throughout the City.

2.4.3 CITY OF MONTEBELLO GENERAL
PLAN (1973)

The Montebello General Plan is the primary city-wide
comprehensive plan that guides future growth. The
General Plan was adopted in 1973, but multiple up-
dates have been made since. The General Plan con-
tains goals and objectives that are meant to guide
decisions and preserve the quality of life within the
City of Montebello. The following summaries and text
excerpts reflect the policies that are consistent with
the recommendations provided in this plan.

Title pages of supporting documents

10
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Parks and Recreation Element

The Parks and Recreation Element provides goals and
policies relating to parks and recreation and identifies
proposed general location and acreage for park and
recreational land. This document includes an action
program for implementing the Parks and Recreation
Plan. Additionally, the Park and Recreation Element
puts focus on creating recreation services focused
around the community. The goal of this being to have
a balanced approach to addressing the park system as
a whole to best suit the input of Montebello’s residents
and community leaders.

Goals

1. To provide a full range of park and recreational fa-
cilities and programs which are easily accessible
to all residents of the community.

2. To provide 4.0 acres of parks and recreational use
per 1,000 residents.

Objectives

1. Provide neighborhood parks and recreational fa-
cilities wherever possible within walking distance
of all residents.

2. Expand joint-use recreational agreements with
the school district.

3. Establish park and recreational space in utility
easements where open land is available.

4. Expand recreational use of land in the Rio Hondo
Channel area.

5. Establish park and recreational facilities in the hill area.

6. Preserve and expand existing park and recrea-
tional facilities.

7. Add park facilities and improve existing park fa-
cilities in the South Montebello area.

Policies

1. Preserve and maintain all existing park and recre-
ation facilities within the City.

2. Encourage expanded cooperation and coordina-
tion between the School District and the Recrea-
tion and Community Services Department for the
purpose of formally establishing multi-use recre-
ational opportunities at Montebello’s school sites.

3. Wherever possible, acquire the necessary parks
and recreational acreage required throughout the
City to meet the standard of 4.0 acres of per and
recreational use per 1,000 residents.

4. Pursuethe goals and objectives for parks and recreation.

Conservation Element

The recommendations of this element are to
keep open spaces consistent while providing an
equitable distribution of park facilities. This master
plan would remain consistent with the existing
conservation element.

Goals

1. To ensure the preservation and conservation
of sufficient open space to introduce relief from
the otherwise uninterrupted development of the
Southern California region.

2. To ensure the preservation and conservation of
sufficient space to serve the recreation, health,
and welfare needs of the residents.

Objectives

1. Establish standards and criteria for the location
and development of open space and parkland.

2. Provide open space and a full range of recreation
facilities and programs which are easily accessi-
ble to all residents.

3. Determine the location, size and type of recrea-
tional facilities and programs on the basis of the
needs of the people.

Policies

1. Two hundred (200) acres of land in the hills
should be acquired by the City for parks, play-
grounds and open space.

2. Open space areas should be provided or developed
to serve the needs appropriate to their location.

3. In addition to obtaining new open space areas,
the City should seek to make more use or mul-
ti-use of the existing open space areas of the
community. This program would include recre-
ation use of school playground facilities during
non-school hours.

2.5 PARK AND RECREATION
POPULATION STANDARDS

In order to determine Montebello’s parks and recrea-
tion needs, this master plan references the National
Recreation and Park Association Survey for national
and regional averages of agencies park and recrea-
tion facilities. The public park standard suggested in
the Parks and Recreation Element is of four acres of
park and recreational use per 1,000 residents.

Additional standards suggested in the previous mas-
ter plan are included in Table 2-1.



TABLE 2-1: Park and Recreation Population Standards from Previous Master Plan

D A

A R A

A A U U D) A DR

Ball Field 1/2,500 1/7,200 1/5000 12 10 2)
Soccer Field 1/10,000 1/16,000 1/13,000 5 5 0
Football Field 1/10,000 N/A 1/13,000 5 4 (1)
SRR gl 1/5,000 1/12,000 1/8,000 8 7 (1)
Court

Tennis Court 1/2,000 1/7,000 1/5,000 12 6(+21)** 15
Gymnasium 1/10,000 1/34,000 1/25,000 2 0 2)
Community No Standard 1/20,000 1/20,000 3 0 (3)
Center

gévo'lmm'”g 1/20,000 1/34,000 1/27,000 2 pA 2)
Senior Center No Standard 1/60,000 1/60,000 1 Lrxxx 0

NRPA: National Recreation and Parks Association

Recreation standards are expressed in facilities per population.
*Football fields in Montebello are overlain on ballfields.
**Tennis courts at city school site are available for public use.

2.6 DEMOGRAPHIC PROFILE

Gaining a clear understanding of the existing and
projected demographic character of the City is an im-
portant component of the planning process for the
Master Plan. By analyzing population data, trends
emerge that can inform decision making and resource
allocation strategies for the provision of public parks,
recreation amenities, and open spaces. For example,
if the population of young children was steadily on the
rise and existing public recreation facilities for young
children, such as playgrounds, were barely meeting
existing user demand; then the City may want to con-
sider targeting investments to meet the increasing
needs of this growing segment of the population.

Key areas were analyzed to identify current demo-
graphic statistics and trends that impact the planning
and provision of public parks and recreation services
in Montebello. Community characteristics analyzed
and discussed consist of:

» Existing and projected total population; and
» age distribution; and

» racial and ethnic character; and

» household information.

***Both city swimming pools are dilapidated and in need of
replacement.

****The Senior Center is currently inadequate and requires
expansion.

A demographic profile was completed using the most
current data available (December 2018) the U.S.
Census Bureau data and U.S. Census Bureau’s Amer-
ican Community Survey. A summary of demograph-
ic highlights is noted in the next page, followed by a
more detailed demographic analysis.

The estimated median age of Montebello’s residents
is 35.7, similar to the median age of California resi-
dents (36.4) and that of the United States (38.5). The
median age is expected to increase over time for the
City. The median household income in Montebello in
2020 was $56,502, lower than the State of California
($77,500) and the United States (562,203).

Montebello’s 2019 estimated population is 62,742, a
slightincrease from the 2010 census count of 62,500.
The average annual growth rate between 2010 and
2020 was 2.1 percent, higher than the growth rate
of California (0.61%) and the United States (0.75%).
The population is fairly evenly split between female
(51.3%) and male (48.7%) residents. The population
of California and the United States are also roughly
evenly divided between both genders.

The racial and ethnic make-up of Montebello is 80.3%
Hispanic or Latino, 11.5% Asian alone, 52.9% White
alone, 3.8% two or more races, 0.8% Black or African
American alone, 0.9% American Indian or Alaska native
alone and 30% other race.
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MONTEBELLO DEMOGRAPHIC PROFILE
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FIGURE 2-1: Land Use Map from City’s General Plan (2016)
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3.1 EXISTING CITY PARKS AND

RECREATION FACILITIES

The City of Montebello prides itself on providing
ample high-quality parks and recreation facilities
to its citizens. The parks and recreation facility
inventory shows that a broad range of passive and
active opportunities exist throughout the City. The
City of Montebello currently has approximately 125
acres of parkland. This includes 40 acres of mini and
neighborhood parks, 39 acres of community parks
and centers, and 46 acres of special use and regional
park facilities. Please see Figure 3-1 for a map of the
existing parks and Table 3-1 for a listing of the park

categories and acres.

The current park amenities are analyzed against a
ratio of park/recreation amenity per population, typi-
cally shown per 1,000 population. Local agencies can
adopt their own standards, but often agencies tend
to look toward national or regional standards. The
park acreage standard was developed as part of the
Montebello General Plan in the Parks and Recreation
Element. Recreation facility metrics were developed
based on national and regional averages but were
tailored to the City of Montebello based on input and

local demographics.

TABLE 3-1: Park Category

Park Category Size Acres
Mini Parks < 2 acres 3.05

Neighborhood Park <2-8acres 37.45
Community Parks + Center > 8 acres 38.70
Special Use + Regional Park 45.86
Total 125.06
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Acuna Park (6.23 Acres)
0.84 park acres per 1,000

Ashiya Park (7.93 Acres)
1.01 park acres per 1,000

Bicknell Park (5.88 Acres)
3.84 park acres per 1,000

Chet Holifield Park (6.23 Acres)
0.7 park acres per 1,000

Dutcher Tot Lot (0.04 Acres)
0.03 park acres per 1,000

Grant Rea Park (21.80 Acres)
4.64 park acres per 1,000

Montebello City Park (16.53 Acres)
1.3 park acres per 1,000

Montebello Golf Course (45.61)*

Northridge Mini Park (0.26 Acres)
0.05 park acres per 1,000

Potrero Heights Park (1.26 Acres)
1.21 park acres per 1,000

Reggie Rodriguez Park (7.6 Acres)
1.27 park acres per 1,000

Sanchez Adobe Park (1.14 Acres)*

Taylor Ranch Park (3.59 Acres)
0.39 park acres per 1,000

Catherine Hensel Youth Center (0.36 Acres)*
George Hensel Aquatic Center (0.20 Acres)*
Grant Rea Recreation Building (0.1 Acres)*
Holifield Recreation Center (0.07 Acres)*

Potrero Heights Community Center (0.37
Acres)*

Reggie Rodriguez Community Center (0.10
Acres)*

Sanchez Adobe Museum (0.25)*

*Note: Special use facilities do not include park per thou-
sand standard in above list
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FIGURE 3-1: Existing Parks
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3.2 PARK CLASSIFICATIONS

This Master Plan suggests the classification of parks
into five categories: Community Centers, Community
Parks, Neighborhood Parks, Mini Parks, and Special
Use Parks. These categories are based on park acre-
age and NRPA averages. Table 3-2 breaks down the
park type and the typical parkshed distance and walk,
bike, and drive time. See Table 3-3 to see the classifie
cation of each Montebello park and its acreage.

TABLE 3-2: Park Type

Park Type Parkshed Distance

Grant Rea Park

Assumed Speed

Parkshed Defined by Primary Mode
of Travel in Minutes

2.5 mph (with signalized

Mini/neighborhood Park 0.5 mile crossings slowing to 2 mph) 15 minute walk
Community + Special Park 1 mile 15 mph (12 mph with signals) 5 minute bike
Regional Park / Open Space 2.5 mile 35 mph (30 mpr? with signals & 5 minute drive
parking)
TABLE 3-3: Park Acreage and Type
ID Park Name Acre Park Type
1 Acuna Park 6.23 Neighborhood Park
2 Ashiya Park 7.93 Neighborhood Park
3 Bicknell Park 5.88 Neighborhood Park
4 Chet Holified Park 6.23 Neighborhood Park
5 Dutcher Tot Lot 0.04 Mini Park
6 Grant Rea Park 21.80 Community Park
7 Montebello City Park 16.53 Community Park + Center
8 Montebello Golf Course * 4561 Special Use Facility
9 Northridge Mini Park 0.26 Mini Park
10 Potrero Heights Park 1.62 Mini Park
11 Reggie Rodriguez Park 7.60 Neighborhood Park
12 Sanchez Adobe Park 1.14 Mini Park
13 Taylor Ranch Park 3.59 Neighborhood Park
14 Catherine Hensel Youth Center 0.36 Community Center
15 George Hensel Aquatic Center 0.20 Community Center
16 Grant Rea Recreation Building 0.10 Community Center
17 Holifield Recreation Center 0.07 Community Center
Potrero Heights Community .
0.37 Community Center
18 Center
Reggie Rodriguez Community )
19 0.10 Community Center
Center
20 Sanchez Adobe Museum 0.25 Special Use Facility
TOTAL 125.91

* Only greens, driving range, clubhouse and parking counted



3.2.1 MINI-PARK

A mini-park is characterized by its small size and spe-
cialized features that serve a small local area or a spe-
cific segment of the population, such as children or
senior citizens. The following standards apply to mini
or pocket parks:

» 2 acres or less; and
» Serves residents within a 15-minute walkshed; and

» Located near housing and/or other activity centers
in the immediate neighborhood; and

» Facilities include children’s play areas and equip-
ment, exercise and fitness areas, outdoor seating
and picnic areas, and plazas.

1\ >
-
A\ W\

2 acre or less

B9

Located near
housing and/or
other activity
centers

Within 15-min walk

[

Includes chil-
dren’s play areas
and equipment,

exercise and

fitness areas,
outdoor seating
and picnic areas,
and plaza

3.2.2 NEIGHBORHOOD PARK

Neighborhood parks serve nearby residential neigh-
borhoods with recreation facilities for all age groups.
The following standards apply to neighborhood parks:

» Lessthan 10 acres; and

» Serve nearby residents within a 15-minute walk-
shed; and

» Easily accessible to the surrounding neighborhood
population through safe pedestrian and bicycle
access; and

» Facilities include playgrounds and associated
equipment, picnic tables, open undeveloped areas,
lawns or grassy areas for field games, and benches.

They generally do not include citywide facilities like
gyms or pools. Neighborhood parks do not require
on-site parking, although they may be provided.

=\
n |

I\ I

Less than

Within 15-min walk

10 acres

<

Easily accessible
through safe
pedestrian and
bicycle access.

Includes play-
grounds picnic
tables, open
undeveloped
areas, lawns or
grassy areas for
field games, and
benches
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3.2.3 COMMUNITY PARK

Community Parks include developed areas suited for
active recreational activities, large natural areas suit-
ed for passive outdoor recreation, or a combination
of both. These parks may contain special amenities,
facilities, or features that attract people from through-
out the surrounding community. The following stand-
ards apply to community parks:

» 10 acres or more; and

» Serves local residents within a 15 minute walk and
community residents in a 5 minute drive; and

» Active facilities include a range of formal and infor-
mal athletic fields, tennis courts, play areas, devel-
oped picnic areas, and gathering spaces; and

» On-site parking and restroom facilities are provided.

]
n |

A L

10 acres or more

OO

Within 5- min drive
& 15-min walk

7.
AKX
p‘o’o‘d

t;,a

Includes both
active and pas-
sive facilities

On-site parking
and restroom
facilities may be
provided

3.2.4 COMMUNITY CENTER

Community Centers are community buildings that
serve all ages and provide a wide range of activities
for the community at large. The following standards
apply to community centers:

» Serves local residents within a 15 minute walk and
community residents in a 5 minute drive; and

» These facilities provide accommodations for spe-
cial events, recreation programs, offices, and com-
munity services; and

»  On-site parking and restroom facilities may be provided.

>

On-site parking
and restroom
facilities may be

provided
[——

Within 5- min drive
& 15-min walk

Includes accommoda-
tions for special
events, recreation
programs, offices, and
community services

3.2.5 REGIONAL PARK

Regional Parks (often natural resource based parks)
are parks that are larger than 30 acres, serving the
region, and provide a range of activities including
passive and active recreation opportunities and often
include open space, cultural, and/or natural resources.
The following standards apply for regional parks:

» 30 or more acres; and

» Pull visitors from throughout the city and re-
gion; and

» Balance of passive and active activities focused on
the natural resources and context of the park; and

» Often includes natural, visual, and cultural resources.



3.2.6 SPECIAL USE FACILITY

Special Use Facilities are open spaces in the com-
munity that serves the community and the local
broader neighborhood. In Montebello, the Montebel-
lo Golf Course and the Adobe Sanchez Museum are
classified as a special use facility since they provide
specialized uses or educational opportunities for the
community. Other special use facilities can include
schools, adjacent regional parks and recreation facili-
ties, and private recreation facilities.

To classify a school as a special use facility, the City
must establish a joint-use agreement with the school
district. A joint use agreement would allow the school
districts and the City to cooperate to improve facilities
and organize, promote, and conduct recreation and
education programs for children and adults. If any
joint-use school agreement is reached, future plans
may count the schools’ recreation areas at 50 percent
due to the limited amount of time the general public
can access them.

Parks, open spaces, and facilities outside of, but ad-
jacent to Montebello include Whittier Narrows, Bos-
gue Del Rio Hondo, Legg Lake, Rio Hondo Park, and
Veterans Memorial Park. These facilities lie within the
sphere of influence (.5 miles from the City border) and
residents of Montebello may use these spaces based
on proximity and convenience.

Private recreational facilities include places like Mon-
tebello-Commerce YMCA which provides recrea-
tional activities that serve the community. Private
recreational facilities may also include homeowners
association (HOA) parks and amenities which may
serve the residents within the HOA neighborhood.

HOA pool and tennis courts
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3.3 SCHOOL FACILITIES &
OTHER PARKS AND RECREATION
FACILITIES OPEN TO THE PUBLIC

The Montebello Unified School District operates elev-
en schools within the City of Montebello. This includes
five elementary schools, two intermediate schools,
two high schools, an applied technology center, and
a continuation high school. All the schools in the City
account for over 100 facilities. These facilities sit va-
cant during much of the year when school is not in
session, allowing for shared facility use if a joint use
agreement (JUA) or memorandum of use (MOU) is es-
tablished. Currently, the City does not have a strong
JUA or MOU. Table 3-4 lists all the schools and their

TABLE 3-4: Montebello School Amenities

Gross Acreage

amenities that could be available for the public to use.
Figure 3-2 shows the Montebello schools and their
proximity to parks. The City also has a total of 6 ten-
nis courts and a community pool that’s located on the
northern end of the City that are located in a private
HOA development. These facilities courts are located
off of Solano Circle and Taylor Ave; Adelita St.; and
Rio Blanco St. Additionally, there’s a YMCA commu-
nity center located on the corner of 20th Street and
Beverly Blvd which has a swimming pool and other
recreational features.

50% of Shareable Recreation Areas (Net) 79.2 1.9 4.4

8.5

3.5 3.4 8.7 5.1 7.3 141 183 1.0 2.3 0.9

Assets List in Quantities

Gymnasium / Rec Center

N

Performance Amphitheaters

IS
IS
N
i

Basketball Courts

Community Gardens

Diamond Fields: Baseball (Adult - 230'+)**

Diamond Fields: Baseball (Youth - <230')**

Diamond Fields: Softball (Adult - 200'+)**

Diamond Fields: Softball (Youth - <200')**

Multi-Purpose Court****

Multi-Purpose Field*

Football

Soccer (Adult U14+)*

Soccer (Youth U6-12)*

Baseball (Adult - 230'+)*

Baseball (Youth - <230)*

Softball (Adult - 200'+)*

Softball (Youth - <2007)*

Playgrounds (age 6-12)

Playgrounds (tot lot / age 2-5)

Rectangular Soccer (Adult U14+)**

= O | |N
RO |k |k |k

Rectangular Soccer (Youth U6-12)**

O |O|F |k

= O |r|N

NIN|w|d|N|(w|kpr|O|ON|W|w || |Oo|N|O|N|O
-
-

Swimming pool

Tennis Courts 19

© |~ |O |+~
© |~ |O |k

Volleyball 1

Pedestrian Trails - miles

0.25 0.25 0.25

Bicycle Trails - miles 0

Notes:

* Indlicates a shared facility with seasonal use - point included in single purpose facilities

** Indicates a single purpose facility, number includes shared facilities
*** May count some of the tennis courts if facility is shared
**¥* May include handball, four square, hop scotch, etc.
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FIGURE 3-2: Montebello Schools
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CITY OF MONTEBELLO PARKS MASTER PLAN

3.4 LEVEL OF SERVICE

Level of Service (LOS) within the context of park plan-
ning is a measurement to evaluate how parks, open
spaces, and facilities serve the given community. A
LOS analysis is used to benchmark current conditions
based on NRPA metrics and other regional metrics on
park facilities. LOS is used to help direct future plan-
ning efforts based on projected population growth
and future park facilities.

LOS describes how a recreation system provides res-
idents access to recreational assets and amenities. It
indicates the ability of people to connect with nature
and pursue active lifestyles. It can have implications
for health and wellness, the local economy, and the
quality of life. Further, LOS for a park and recreation
system tends to reflect community values. It is often
representative of people’s connection to their com-
munities and lifestyles focused on outdoor recreation
and healthy living.

3.5 POPULATION-BASED SERVICE
ANALYSIS

A population-based service analysis for Montebello’s
park system was performed using NRPA Park Metrics
from the 2020 Agency Performance Review Survey.
An amenity spreadsheet was produced indicating the
amenities that are located in each park. These ameni-
ties were then totaled and listed under each park. The
Master Plan inventoried the City’s existing recreation
facilities using the Los Angeles Countywide Compre-
hensive Park & Recreation Needs Assessment. Table
3-5 summarizes these facilities and compares them
with the National Recreation and Park Association
(NRPA) guideline service level and recommended
Needs Assessment standards for the City of Mon-
tebello (one facility per number of population). The
calculations are based on the current population level
in the City of Montebello of 62,742 according to the
2019 Census American Community Survey (ACS)
5-Year Estimates. This table also shows the existing
park and sports facilities available at each park. Be-
cause private parks may not be available to the pub-
lic at all times, their analysis acreage and amenities
are calculated as 25%. Due to the lacking JUA/MOU
agreement, the school facilities are not included in
LOS analysis. According to the recommended stand-
ards, the City currently has sufficient picnic areas,
pools, and recreation centers, but is deficient in most
of the sports (fields and court based sports), pedes-
trian, and bicycle facilities.

LOS is an appropriate gauge of where deficits may be;
however, this is not the only measure to view the park
facilities. For instance, this national survey does not
reflect regional trends in Southern California such as
futsal, handball, pelota mixteca, and other adventure
type sports such as obstacle courses, climbing walls,
rope courses, bouldering, pump tracks, and adventure
playgrounds. As such, an additional lens should be
applied to capture the community’s priorities, needs,
and impressions on the current park system. This
should be used in addition to the population-based
level of service analysis can provide a good indication
of the future park needs. The needs will be further
discussed in other chapters of the report.



TABLE 3-5: Existing Level of Service

Level of Service for 2020

Population
(63,833 Est. Pop.)

National Guideline Service

Existing Private Facilities
Level (1/# pop)

(partially counted)
School Facilities (not
Total Existing Inventory
Recommended City
Standard (1/# pop)
Total Facilities Needed
Total Surplus /

counted)

40,900 41,000
1.0 42,490 42,000 1.5 (0.5)
1.0 68,700 65,000 1.0 0.0
0.0 60,270 61,000 1.0 (1.0)
1.0 57,304 57,000 1.1 (0.1)
0.0 65,000 65,000 1.0 (1.0)
5] 5.0 8,560 8,500 7.5 (2.5)
0.0 6,250 | 6,000 10.6 (10.6)
0.0 50,000 50,000 1.3 (1.3)
3.0 22,900 20,000 3.2 (0.2)
1.0 7,200 | 7,000 9.1 (8.1)
2.0 15,500 | 15,500 4.1 (2.1)
2.0 12,000 12,000 53 (3.3)
0.0 58,000 58,000 11 (1.1)
2.0 10,470 10,000 6.1 (4.1)

Rec Center

Community Centers
Senior Center

Teens Center

Performance Amphitheaters

Indoor Rec. Facilities

Nature Centers

Basketball Courts

Bocce ball

Community Gardens

Diamond Fields: Baseball (Adult - 230'+)**
Diamond Fields: Baseball (Youth - <230")**
Diamond Fields: Softball (Adult - 200'+)**
Diamond Fields: Softball (Youth - <200')**
Dog Parks

Multi-Purpose Field*

N

4| Field Hockey /Lacrosse Field 0.0 0.0
— | Football 0.0 0.0
| Soccer (Adult U14+)* 0.0 0.0
| Soccer (vouth U6-12)* 2.0 2.0
| Baseball (Adult - 230'+)* 0.0 0.0
6_‘5 Baseball (Youth - <230)* 0.0 0.0
= | Softball (Aduit - 200'+)* 2.0 2.0
§ Softball (Youth - <200)* 0.0 0.0
<1 |Pickleball*** 0.0 6,250 6,000 | 10.6 | (10.6)

ORMNFPROONDEOONOONOOONONNERROOOGO|RL O R+ wl S5 0 el

O OO OOk O OO OO0 O0O0OO0O0OO0OO0OO0OO0OO0OO0O0OOOLOO0LOOLOOLOOOoOIo o oo o -

Picnic Areas (12+people) 19 13.0 5,000 | 5,000 12.8 0.2
Playgrounds (age 6-12) 1 8.0 3,860 3,800 16.8 (8.8)
Playgrounds (tot lot / age 2-5) 1 4.0 11,200 8,000 8.0 (4.0)
Rectangular Soccer (Adult U14+)** 0 0.0 16,644 16,600 3.8 (3.8)
Rectangular Soccer (Youth U6-12)** 0 0.0 9,085 9,000 7.1 (7.1)
Skate Parks 0 1.0 62,570 65,000 1.0 0.0
Swimming pool 0 2.3 45,800 46,000 1.4 0.9
Tennis Courts 19 5.5 6,250 6,000 10.6 (5.1)
Volleyball 0 0.0 22,250 20,000 3.2 (3.2)

ﬁ Pedestrian Trails - miles 4.12 0 4.1 2,300 5,000 12.8 (8.6)

5 Bicycle Trails - miles 3.72 0 3.7 2,450 @ 5,000 12.8 (9.0)
Notes:

* Indicates a shared facility with seasonal use - point included in single purpose facilities
** Indicates a single purpose facility, number includes shared facilities
*** May count some of the tennis courts if facility is shared
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3.6 GEOGRAPHIC DISTRIBUTION

ANALYSIS

A Geographic Distribution Analysis (GDA) was per-
formed on the community parks, neighborhood parks,
recreation centers, and special-use parks. A GDA ex-
amines the walktime, biketime, and drivetime to these
facilities as determined by using a Geographical In-
formation System (GIS) based parkshed analysis. Re-
sults from this analysis are displayed in Figures 3-3
and 3-4.

The park's GDA analysis takes into account the per-
centage of the population served by neighborhood,
community, and regional parks. Instead of using a
traditional 1/2 mile circle from parks that only con-

TABLE 3-6: Park Type Level of Service

siders a direct distance, the method deployed by the
project team takes into account actual walking, driv-
ing, or biking distances that considers walking, biking
and driving routes someone would use to get to these
parks. This actual network method is more accurate
since it puts attention on the need to improve the local
network to improve access to park facilities. Standard
circles are highly inaccurate in determining access for
areas that have significant barriers such as freeways,
highways, rivers, rail lines or steep topography. The
GDA is important since it can highlight the areas that
may have greater park needs and can be measured
with goals that neighborhood park users live within
walking or biking distance of neighborhood parks.

Existing Acres

Developed General Purpose Parks

Mini and Neighborhood Parks 40.5
Community Parks and Center 38.7
All Active Parks 79.2
Special Use and Regional Park / Open Space

Special Use Facility 45.9

Regional Park Area 978.0

TABLE 3-7: Park Distribution Level of Service

Recommended Standard Acre per 1,000 Total
per 1000 Population Population 2020 Surplus/Deficit
15 0.6 (0.9)
2.5 0.6 (1.9)
4.0 13 (2.7)
6.0 0.7 (5.3)
6.0 15.3 €3

Existing 2018

Parkshed (Service Area) Parkshed % City Area # Population % Population
Acreage Served Served Served

1/2 Mile Walkshed using 15-minute walktime

. i 1,058 20% 14,217 22.7%
(Community/Special Use Parks)
1/2 Mile Walkshed using 15-minute walktime

. 1,835 34% 28,325 45.1%

(Mini/Neighborhood)
1 Mile Bikeshed assuming 5-minute ride time

. . 2,949 55% 41,981 66.9%
(Community/Special Use Parks)
1/2 Mile Walkshed using 15-minute walktime

X . 2,597 49% 38,721 61.7%
(All parks including golf course)
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1/2 Mile Parkshed with Residential

/7| 15 Minute Park Walkshed
ra Low Density Residential

Commerce

Bell Gardens =

4 Wil

FIGURE 3-3: 1/2 Mile Parkshed with Existing Residential Use
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CITY OF MONTEBELLO PARKS MASTER PLAN

For each neighborhood park, community park, com-
munity center, special use park, and regional park,
a GIS analysis was completed that generated poly-
gons representing a 15-minute walkshed, given a
walking speed of 2.5 mph (slowed to 2 mph to take
into account street crossings, some with signals). The
5-minute driveshed assumed posted speed limits
which tends to average 35 mph with it slowing to 30
mph average with signals and parking at each end
of the trip. Resulting walkshed polygons were super-
imposed on the city base map to see which regions
were well covered by park access and to estimate the
number of residents served by park type.

Forty-four percent of residents are served by the
15-minute walkshed for the neighborhood parks,
highlighting the need for additional neighborhood
parks, especially north-east and east Montebello. The
5-minute bike/driveshed serves 51 percent of the
community for parks, community centers, special use
parks, and regional parks.

3.6.1 PARKSHEDS

There are three different parksheds used to analyze
the service area a park provides to the City: walkshed,
bikeshed, and driveshed. For each park type, a Geo-
graphical Information System (GIS) analysis gener-
ated a polygon representing a 15-minute walkshed
(given a walking speed of 2.5 mph, slowed to 2 mph
for signalized intersections) and a 5-minute driveshed
(includes total travel time with approximate delay due
to traffic signals and finding parking). The resulting
service catchment areas were overlaid on the city
base map to see which regions were well covered by
park access and to estimate the number of residents
served by park type. Table 3-7 is a summary of the
parkshed assumptions. Populations within a 15-min-
ute walkshed are typically covered by mini parks and
neighborhood parks, whereas, populations within a
5-minute driveshed are served by community parks/
centers and regional parks. Figure 3-4 displays a half-
mile parkshed (typical walkshed) and residential den-
sity in Montebello to show which areas of Montebello
have convenient access to parks.




Dutcher Tot Lot >
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FIGURE 3-4: Park Acres within 15-Minute Walk
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Rosemead

South San Gabriel

~

Monterey Park

® :

:

Percent of Population Age 10 - 24

- 8% - 10%

Pico Rivera - 11% - 15%
16% - 20%
- 21% - 25%
- 26% - 30%
% 15 Minute Walkshed
0

0.5 1

Bell Gardens BN 2 |Miles
Downey W 2 _

- Commerce

FIGURE 3-5: Population 10-24



3.6.2 AMENITIES

As shown in Table 3-5, there are many different
amenities provided in the City of Montebello’s
park system. Figure 3-5, 3-8, and 3-9 display
the percent population age of the age group that
is most likely to use the specific amenity with a
half-mile parkshed to show the area of the pop-
ulation these amenities serve. Figures 3-6 and
3-7 separate the sports facilities from Figure
3-6 to sports fields and sports courts and show
the percentage of these amenities in each park.

Existing Fields
. Baseball Fields
@ softball Fields

m 1/2 Mile Parkshed

- Montebello Parks

= o

Existing Courts
‘ Basketball Courts
. Tennis Courts

m 1/2 Mile Parkshed

- Montebello Parks

0 0.5 1
- e —T VT @ )
FIGURE 3-7: Court Amenities Mil Outdoor tennis court
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Rosemead

Monterey Park

Existing Playgrounds

@ 2-4

Percent of Population
Under Age 10

- 1% - 5%

. o%-10%
11% - 15%

L 16%-20%

B 2106 - 22%

/] 15 Minute Walkshed

0

A 05 1
DN |Miles

—

Bell Gardens

Downey

FIGURE 3-8: Population of Kids Under 10



Monterey Park

Community/Senior

Percent of Population Over Age

| Pico Rivera ‘ 11% -
) 16% -
P 21%-
- 26% -
/) 1Mile-Driveshed
0

. 0.5 1
Bel| Gardens - D Miles

S - Commerce

Downey

FIGURE 3-9: Population Over 65
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3.7 DESCRIPTIONS OF EXISTING
PARKS

Each park in the City of Montebello is listed with its
current amenities and a conditions report provided
by Bureau Veritas. The park’s conditions are broken
down into four categories: pedestrian plazas and
walkways; athletic, recreational & playfield areas;
special construction and demo, and sitework. Pedes-
trian plazas and walkways assess sidewalks, parking
lots, driveways, and other specific sites at each park
location. Items like playgrounds, softball fields, bas-
ketball courts are evaluated under the Athletic, Rec-
reational & Playfield Areas. The special construction
and demo category is only found at three parks: Chet
Holifield, Grant Rea, and Montebello City Parks and
looks at special areas like the pool areas and batting
cages. The sitework category looks at the site’s over-
all site furnishings like picnic tables and signage. Each
category is then broken down into five conditions: ex-
cellent, good, fair, poor, and failed. In this section, the
average of each category is shown with a breakdown
of each condition rating. More detailed conditions
reports analyze each aspect of the site and can be
found in Appendix IV - Facility Needs Assessment
Report.

&/ Y
X

3.7.1 ACUNA PARK

Acuna Park is named after Montebello police officer
Henry Acuna, who was killed in the line of duty. Acu-
na Park is a 6.2-acre neighborhood park located on
Victoria Ave. The park includes amenities such as
playgrounds and multi-purpose fields.

ACUNA PARK AMENITIES

Multi-purpose e (2)

Playground e (1)

Pal’kingspots 0000000000000

eeoc0ocoo e e (30)

Restrooms e (1)




Henry Acuna Park entrance sign Montebello resident playing drums at Henry Acuna Park

ACUNA PARK WEIGHTED AVERAGES
‘excellent 4.0

3.5
good 3.0
2.5

; 1.9
fair 2.0

1.5
1.0
0.5

0.0
Pedestrian Plazas and Sitework Average
Walkways Average

Average Condition Rating: 1.8 - fair

Pedestrian Plazas and Walkways Sitework
63% 38% 90% 10%
fair poor fair poor

36



3.7.2 ASHIYA PARK

Ashiya Park is named after Montebello’s sister city:
Ashiya, Japan. The Montebello-Ashiya Sister City
Agreement is part of the “people-to-people program”
started by President Dwight D. Eisenhower in 1956.
Montebello’s relationship with Ashiya, Japan contin-
ues to grow and flourish and will celebrate its 60th
anniversary in 2021. Ashiya Park is categorized as
a neighborhood park and is 7.9 acres. Amenities
include sports fields, basketball courts, and play-
grounds. This park is an Edison property that is under
a lease agreement with the City.

n

FIGURE 3-11: Map of Ashiya Park

37

ASHIYA PARK AMENITIES

Multi-purpose

eeoe e (5)

Playground e (1)
Sports e (1)
Basketball e (1)
Parking Spots oo (2)
Restrooms (1)




Ashiya Park entrance sign

ASHIYA PARK WEIGHTED AVERAGES

lexcellent 4.0
3.5
good 3.0
2.5

2.0 2.0
fair 2.0
15

Pedestrian Plazas and  Athletic, Recreational & Sitework Average
Walkways Average  Playfield Areas Average

Average Condition Rating: 1.8 - fair

Pedestrian Plazas and Athletic, Recreational _
Walkways & Play field Areas Sitework
7 % % % 4%
25% 75% 100% 96% 4%
fair poor fair fair poor
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3.7.3 BICKNELL PARK

Bicknell Park is a neighborhood park located within

BICKNELL PARK AMENITIES

the Montebello Golf Course/ Country Club area. This Parking Spots ©eecc00000000000
5.9-acre park is home to the Armenian Genocide R EEXXxx
Martyrs Monument commemorating Armenian Gen- 00000 ccccccce
ocide victims. 0000000000000

eeocecoo oo (6H)

Other Monument, Scout
House

> T

FIGURE 3-12: Map of Bicknell Park
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Armenian Genocide Martyrs Monument View from Bicknell Park into nearby Montebello Golf Course

BICKNELL PARK WEIGHTED AVERAGES

35
good 3.0
2.5
fair 2.0 -0 L9
15
1.0
0.5
0.0
Pedestrian Plazas and Sitework Average
Walkways Average
Average Condition Rating: 2 - fair
Pedestrian Plazas and Walkways Sitework
43% 43% 14% 94% 6%
good fair poor fair poor
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3.7.4 CHET HOLIFIELD PARK

Chet Holifield Park is named after Congressman Chet
Holifield who attended public schools in Montebello
inthe 1920s. This park is also home to the Chet Holif-
ield Library. As Montebello’s southernmost park, this
6.2-acre neighborhood park hosts basketball courts,
baseball fields, and playgrounds.

- /= & ‘:
R T

FIGURE 3-13: Map of Chet Holifield Park

CHET HOLIFIELD PARK AMENITIES

Playground e (1)
Sports e e (2)
Baseball e (1)
Basketball e (1)

Parking Spots

000000000000(50)

Recreation Center

(1)

Restrooms

(1)

Picnic Area

(1)




Playground at Chet Holifield Park

Baseball field with bleachers

CHET HOLIFIELD PARK WEIGHTED AVERAGES

good 3.0
2.5
2.0 2.0

fair 2.0
15
1.0
0.5
0.0

Special Construction and Sitework Average Pedestrian Plazas and Athletic, Recreational &

Demo Average Walkways Average Playfield Areas Average

Average Condition Rating: 1.9 - fair
Special Construction & Demo Sitework
fair fair poor

Pedestrian Plazas and Walkways

50% 50%

fair poor

Athletic, Recreational & Play field

100%

fair
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CITY OF MONTEBELLO PARKS MASTER PLAN

3.7.5 DUTCHER TOT LOT

This .04 acre mini-park attached to the Montebello
Golf course is named after Montebello’s first may-
or, John Dutcher. Currently, the lot is closed and has
been overtaken by plants. There are no amenities at
the Dutcher Tot Lot.

N/A

B

FIGURE 3-14: Map of Dutcher Tot Lot
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DUTCHER TOT LOT WEIGHTED AVERAGES

35
good 3.0
2.5
2.0
fair 2.0
15
1.0
0.5
0.0
Pedestrian Plazas and Sitework Average
Walkways Average
Average Condition Rating: 1.8 - fair
Pedestrian Plazas and Walkways Sitework

100% 60% 40%

fair

View of Dutcher Tot Lot from acros N. Garfield Avenue.

fair poor
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CITY OF MONTEBELLO PARKS MASTER PLAN

3.7.6 MONTEBELLO GOLF COURSE

The Montebello Golf Course is a total of 122.69 acres.
This includes 45.61 acres which are the greens, fair-
ways, driving range, club house and parking lots
and 77.07 of natural open space which includes the
roughs, hazards, water features, and other non-play-
able areas. The Golf Course was started in 1928 and
is owned by the City.

Montebello Country Club at the Montebello Golf Course

P T

View into the Montebello Golf Course




3.7.7 GRANT REA PARK

Grant Rea Park is the largest park in Montebello at
21.8 acres, it is named after World War Il hero, Lt.
Grant Martel Rea. Amenities at this park include
baseball and softball fields, basketball courts, play-
grounds, and a recreational center. Grant Rea Park is
also home to the Montebello Barnyard Zoo and min-
iature water park.

RN
—

T ——
Montebello Barnyard Zoo

“.' '.: o g ...
FIGURE 3-16: Map of Grant Rea Park

CHAPTER 3 EXISTING CONDITIONS

Multi-purpose

Playground

Sports

Baseball

Softball

Parking Spots

Restrooms

Picnic Area

Recreation Center

Other

Picnic tables at Grant Rea Park
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Baseball field at Grant Rea Park
GRANT REA PARK WEIGHTED AVERAGES
- 4.0

35
good 3.0 27
2.5
2.0 2.1
fair 20
15
1.0
05 0.5
oo — NN
Pedestrian Plazas and Special Construction Sitework Average Athletic, Recreational &
Walkways Average and Demo Average Playfield Areas Average
Average Condition Rating: 1.8 - fair
Pedestrian Plazas and Walkways Sitework
% 50% 7% 92% 1%
50% 0 0 o 1%
poor failed good fair failed
Special Construction & Demo Athletic, Recreational & Play field
% 33%
100% 67% 0

fair good fair

a7



3.7.8 MONTEBELLO CITY PARK

Montebello City Park is the oldest park in Montebel-
lo located off Whittier Boulevard. At 16.5 acres, this
community park is home to a skatepark, amphitheater,
and senior center along with many more amenities.

"

Indoor basketball court at recreation center

: S
7 N

' - - - _‘-‘
i i

FIGURE 3-17: Map of Montebello City Park
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Pool facility at George Hensel Aquatic Center

MONTEBELLO CITY PARK AMENITIES

Multi-purpose eeeee (5
Playground oo (2)
Sports cocccel(6)
Baseball (1)
Basketball (1)

Gym e (1)

Pool (1)

Parking Spots

esesssssccses(97)

Restrooms e (1)
Picnic Area e (1)
Recreation Center e (1)

Other

Skate Park, multi-use
court, amphitheater,
senior center




CHAPTER 3 EXISTING CONDITIONS
MONTEBELLO CITY PARK WEIGHTED AVERAGES
excellent 4.0
35
good 3.0
2.5
. 2.0 2.0 2.0 2.0

fair 2
15
poor 1.0
-005
0.0

Pedestrian Plazas ~ Athletic, Recreational ~ Special Construction  Sitework Average

and Walkways & Playfield Areas and Demo Average
Average Average
Average Condition Rating: 2 - fair
Pedestrian Plazas and Walkways Sitework

Special Construction & Demo

Playground at Montebello City Park

Athletic, Recreational & Play field
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3.7.9 NORTHRIDGE MINI-PARK

Northridge Mini Park is a .26 acre park located on
the corner of Arroyo Drive and Lawrence Avenue in
Northern Montebello. Amenities at this park include
picnic tables and open green space.

FIGURE 3-18: Map of Northridge M

ini-Park

NORTHRIDGE MINI PARK AMENITIES

Small multi-purpose

(1)




View of Northridge Mini Park from the North-West section of the park

NORTHRIDGE MINI-PARK WEIGHTED AVERAGES
excellent 4.0

3.5
good 3.0 26
2.5
fair 2.0
15
poor 1.0
05 0.3
0o — N
Pedestrian Plazas and Sitework Average
Walkways Average
Average Condition Rating: 1.5 - fair/poor
Pedestrian Plazas and Walkways Sitework
poor failed poor
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CITY OF MONTEBELLO PARKS MASTER PLAN

3.7.10 POTRERO HEIGHTS PARK

Potrero Heights Parkis a 1.6 acre mini park located on
Arroyo Drive. This park contains the Potrero Heights
Community and Senior Center which provides resi-
dents of Montebello with social, recreational, and ed-
ucational activities. The Senior Center located at the
park is owned and operated by Los Angeles County.
Additional amenities at the park include playgrounds
and picnic areas.

LA County,

: o, Ml W
& Community’and Senior,Ce

Playground

Parking Spots

Restrooms

Picnic Areas

Recreation Center

X I i
- 2

S i
Potrero Heights/Park

w2




3

Playground and Splashpad at Potrero Heights Park reenery and park benchés
POTRERO HEIGHTS PARK WEIGHTED AVERAGES
B

Sr

35
3.
good 0 56
2.5 22
fair 2.0
15

Pedestrian Plazas and Athletic, Recreational & Sitework Average
Walkways Average Playfield Areas Average

Average Condition Rating: 2 - fair

Pedestrian Plazas and Athletic, Recreational .
Walkways & Play field Areas Sitework
33% 67% 20% 80% 61% 39%
fair poor good fair good fair
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3.7.11 REGGIE RODRIGUEZ PARK

Reggie Rodriguez Park is named after a Vietnam
War hero and Montebello resident, Reggie Rodri-
guez. This 7.6-acre neighborhood park located on
the eastern side of Montebello contains sports fields,
playgrounds, and a community center.

FIGURE 3-20: Map of Reggie Rodriguez Park

REGGIE RODRIGUEZ PARK AMENITIES

Multi-purpose e (1)
Playground e (1)
Sports oo (2)
Baseball (1)
Basketball e (1)

Parking Spots

e ¢ (30)
Restrooms o (1)
Picnic Area oo (2)
Community Center o (1)




CHAPTER 3 EXISTING CONDITIONS

Playgrund at Reggie Rodriquez Park | Available field space
REGGIE RODRIGUEZ PARK WEIGHTED AVERAGES

excellent 4.0

35
good 3.0
25

) 2.0 2.0 2.0
fair 2.0
15
poor 1.0

Pedestrian Plazas and Athletic, Recreational & Sitework Average
Walkways Average Playfield Areas Average

Average Condition Rating: 2 - fair

Pedestrian Plazas and Athletic, Recreational .
Walkways & Play field Areas Sitework

56



CITY OF MONTEBELLO PARKS MASTER PLAN

3.7.12 SANCHEZ ADOBE PARK

Sanchez Adobe Park is a 1.1-acre mini park located
on Adobe Avenue. This park is on an open field sur-
rounding the Sanchez Adobe Museum.

Multi-field

Parking Spots

Restrooms

Picnic Areas

king into park and museum

g lot loo
i -'.‘i.

FIGURE 3-21: Map of Sanchez Adobe Park
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SANCHEZ ADOBE PARK WEIGHTED AVERAGES

m:

3.5
good 3.0
2.5
2.0
fair 2.0
15
Pedestrian Plazas and Sitework Average

Walkways Average
Average Condition Rating: 1.9 - fair

Pedestrian Plazas and Walkways Sitework
83% 17% 96% 4%
fair poor fair poor

View of Picnic area and museum Open field space in front of museum
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3.7.13 TAYLOR RANCH PARK

Taylor Ranch Park is a 3.6-acre neighborhood park in
north Montebello off Montebello Boulevard that was
completed in 2020. This park hosts open multi-pur-
pose fields, basketball courts, and picnic areas for com-
munity members to enjoy.

TAYLOR RANCH PARK AMENITIES

Multi-purpose oo (2)
Basketball e (1)
ParkingSpots 000000000000 0000

...........O..(SO)

Restrooms e (1)

Picnic Area e (1)

Picnic tables available at Taylor Ranch Park

TAYLOR RANCH PARK WEIGHTED AVERAGES

- 40 4.0 4.0 4.0
35

good 3.0
2.5
fair 2.0
15
1.0
0.5
0.0
Pedestrian Plazas and Athletic, Recreational &  Sitework Average
Walkways Average  Playfield Areas Average
Average Condition Rating: 4 - excellent
Pedestrian Plazas and Athletic, Recreational _
Walkways & Play field Areas Sitework
excellent excellent excellent



Gazebo and pond Basketball court
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3.7.14 COMMUNITY AND SENIOR CENTER

The Potrero Heights Community and Senior Center
(Center) is located on the northern edge of the City at
the entrance to Potrero Heights Park. The Center was
recently constructed in 2012 and is approximate-
ly 4,000 square feet. The building features multiple
large glass roll-up doors which allow the building to
be opened to the park on both sides of the building
which provides additional outdoor plaza space for
any programmed event. The Center is owned and
operated by Los Angeles County.

Inside community and senior center set up for an event

w1 B S

Portero Heights Community & Senior Center Building Sign for Portero Heights Park and Community & Senior Center
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3.7.15 SANCHEZ ADOBE MUSEUM

The Juan Matias Sanchez Adobe is the oldest stand-
ing building in Montebello. Its history dates back to
the late 1800s making this museum a historic site as
well. The museum is managed by the Montebello His-
torical Society who also put on battle re-enactments
in the surrounding Sanchez Adobe Park.

Sunabeid

perkrr ]

View inside the Adobe Sanchez Museum

A i =

Adobe Sanchez Museum from across Linda Mar Boulevard

CHAPTER 3 EXISTING CONDITIONS

be Museum
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~ CHAPTER 4
Community

Prierities & Needs



4.1 OUTREACH STRATEGY

A major component of the Master Plan is developing
a comprehensive needs assessment which is derived
from community outreach, surveying, and user inter-
views. This process seeks to develop a list of prior-
itized recommendations, assessments on funding,
operations, maintenance, and site-specific concep-
tual designs. This chapter summarizes the outreach
process and includes information on recreational
trends nationally and within the City. Additional infor-
mation related to the comprehensive outreach can be
found in Appendix Ill of the Master Plan report.

In commencing the project, the team developed an
outreach strategy that focused on ways to engage
the community. The City is committed to making the
planning process a collaborative effort with the com-
munity, stakeholders, and staff. As such, the team
made sure that engagement with people through a
series of public workshops, surveys, online maps, and
other meetings were the emphasis of the outreach
strategy so that feedback could be gathered for the
Master Plan.

FIGURE 4-1: Outreach Timeline

Staff

Interviews
May 2020

May 2020

Director
Interview

The outreach plan further outlined a diverse set of
outreach strategies to ensure the planning process
gathers feedback from people of all ages and de-
mographic backgrounds. Additional emphasis was
placed on underserved communities that dispropor-
tionately lack easy and comfortable access to parks,
open space, and other recreation facilities. The team
developed key messages and outreach strategies to
gather feedback, paying particular attention to the
Hispanic/Latino community and providing all data in
translated versions. The team also utilized the City’s
database of previous resident and stakeholder in-
volvement to further boost outreach efforts.

Community Community
Workshop 1 Workshop 2
July 2020 September 2020

Project
Initiation
April 2020

Staff
Survey

April 2020

Sports User
Survey
July 2020

Statistically
Valid Survey
Opened

September 2020



4.1.1 COVID-19

The project team’s priority above all was the safe-
ty and welfare of the community of Montebello. The
spread of COVID-19 and the Global Pandemic trig-
gered necessary safety measures regarding public
gatherings of any size. As of the writing of this en-
gagement plan, State and local regulations prohibit-
ed all social gatherings of more than 10 people. Due
to COVID-19, typical methodologies for community
engagement were altered, turning all in-person pub-
lic engagement for the Master Plan into video-chat
(virtual) meetings. Public engagement shifted to on-
line through community outreach surveys as it was
deemed safer to conduct virtual rather than in-per-
son workshops to gain feedback from residents. The
team implemented methods to help provide equal
access to the community.

PARKS Masteg PLAN

Outreach included alternative methods for meaning-
ful community engagement through online tools, re-
corded public meetings, printed and online surveys,
and other methods. This was fundamental in keeping
the Master Plan moving forward while ensuring that
public input was adequately met. While nothing can
replace in-person engagement, the following strate-
gies and tools were utilized to gather the feedback

Outl h Strat Plan D t .
utreach strategy Flan Bocdmen needed for the planning process.

Remote Engagement Tools utilized during the pro-
ject: GoToMeeting and GoToWebinar, SurveyMon-
key, ConstantContact, Esri StoryMap and Online In-
teractive Maps, Mentimeter, & Youtube.

Community Community
Workshop 3 Workshop 4
November 2020 December 2020
4 )
ADOPTED CITY OF
MONTEBELLO
| PARKS MASTER
PLAN
Summer 2021
g J

Amenities
Survey

November 2020

Park
Specific
Surveys
December 2020

" Statistically "
Valid Survey
Closed

\ November2020 4
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4.1.2 STORYMAP WEBSITE

The StoryMap website for the Montebello Parks Mas-
ter Plan is an ESRI web-based application that pro-
vided access to information about the project. The
project StoryMap was active for the duration of the
project and included an overview of the project, an
interactive map for visitors to input information, re-
cordings of previous online workshops, and other
general project links and information. The interface
of this application can be seen in Figure 4-2, along
with interfaces for the mapping and online workshop
records below.

FIGURE 4-2: Storymap

4im. Montebello Park Master Plan

e

Our first online workshop was held on July 22th at 6:00 pm. The
City Is committed to making the planning process a
collaborative effort with the community, stakeholders, and staff
The team introduced project goals, existing conditions mapping
with a presentation, and explained how you can share your
valuable feedback!

Missed the workshop? No worries! Check out the video
recording below to see what you've missed.

Plan

City of Montebello, 2020
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4.2 COMMUNITY AND
STAKEHOLDER INPUT

The planning process included several public outreach
efforts designed to gather information from a broad
range of residents, stakeholders, and City staff through
a series of online public events, stakeholder meetings,
and surveys.

4.2.1 STAKEHOLDER INTERVIEWS

Stakeholder interviews were conducted between May
and October 2020. Leadership and staff from the de-
partment and community leaders representing senior
clubs and activities, sports non-profits, and civic groups
were interviewed using the Zoom digital platform. The
goal of these sessions was to guide the development
of the parks and recreation needs assessment and col-
lect input on the needs and desires of City residents.

Consistent themes and topics were brought up during
many of the interviews, including (not listed by priority):

» Anincrease in services on the south side of the City,
south of Whittier Blvd. is desired. The residents
from the north side of Montebello are much more
vocal. Engagement appears to not be equitable be-
tween the north and south sides of the City.

» Having a Senior Center where people can gather
and make new friends that focuses on social inter-
action, learning and being active is a priority. The
Senior Center should focus on three components
that are key - social services, social activities, and
healthcare information.

v
v

A lot of programming is centralized at Montebel-
lo City Park. Programs offered in neighborhoods
should be a priority.

» More trails and walking pathways are desired.
Walking is a major activity that residents partici-
patein.

» Attention to deferred maintenance, repairs, and
renovations are needed in the parks.

» Restrooms in the parks are a big concern. Parks
need additional shade and restrooms.

» Safety in the parks is a major issue in part due to
limited lighting and homeless concerns.

» Aninclusive playground is desired.

»  Ajoint use agreement with the school district may make
the partnership more equitable for the Department.

» Expand sports programs to include football, soc-
cer, and baseball, additional competitive sports
programs, and girls’ softball programs.

» Some youth sports providers must work around
Department organized activities. Scheduling of
sports fields is inefficient due to the need for an
automated reservation system.

» Qutdoor exercise equipment in the parks is needed.

» Converting underused tennis courts to futsal and
pickleball are desired.

A list of all comments from stakeholder interviews are
in Section llI-B of Appendix Ill.
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4.2.2 RANDOM INVITATION
COMMUNITY SURVEY SUMMARY
(STATISTICALLY VALID)

The following discussion briefly outlines the methods
and approach used to conduct the Montebello Parks
and Recreation Survey, a part of the City’s Needs As-
sessment. This research was conducted by RRC As-
sociates in association with KTUA on behalf of the City
of Montebello.

The Parks and Recreation Survey used a traditional
mail survey approach, coupled with an option to com-
plete the survey online or by smartphone through a
password-protected website. The mail survey also re-
ferred to as the “Invite Survey” was structured to allow
for a random selection of respondents in Montebello
to obtain a representative sample from the community.
The Invite Survey can be referred to as the “statistically
valid” survey. In total, 4,500 households within the city
limits of Montebello were randomly selected to receive
a mail survey with an option to alternatively complete
the survey online through the password-protected
website. The Invite Survey generated 278 complet-
ed surveys which resulted in a margin of error of +/-
5.84% at a 95% confidence level.

This margin of error represents a level of accepted un-
certainty in a survey effort, while confidence level rep-
resents how confident we are that the results represent
the greater population. Error is present in all survey re-
search because the purpose of the research is typically
to use a sample of randomly collected responses to es-
timate how an entire population would respond.

To further ensure results represent residents of Mon-
tebello Invite Survey responses are weighted by age
to better represent the City. In this case, younger res-
idents were not as well represented. In general, mail
surveys tend to have a higher-than-average age than
the local population. Weighting is therefore applied to
ensure younger residents are given a representative
share of responses. This is a common practice in sur-
vey research and facilitates representative results.

95%

confidence level

5.8%

margin of error

Open Link Survey

In Montebello, an “Open Link” version of the survey
was also publicized through a variety of City sources.
The survey invited responses from residents that were
not selected to receive a survey through the Invitation
method. A total of 166 responses were received. The
Open Link sample was compared to the Invite results
and because the responses were generally very similar,
the combined survey responses were used for some
of the analysis of findings from the Montebello survey
program. The overall combined sample in Montebello
included 444 responses. An analysis of the geograph-
ic origin of respondents to the survey indicated that
responses were collected from throughout the City of
Montebello with all areas providing further confidence
in the overall sample obtained through the surveys.

Improvements to walking and biking connections are
high priorities

_ .
Improvements to existing facilities are high priorities



TABLE 4-1: Current Usage Random — Invitation Survey

Which city parks/recreation facilities have been used by your household in the past 12 months?

Montebello City Park [ 9%
Grant Rea Park [N 2%
Acuna Park I, 7%
Reggie Rodriguez Park |GGG 2200
Chet Holifield Park | NEEG 2%
Community and Senior || NGB 15°%
Taylor Ranch Park | INNENEGQN 1%
Ashiya Park |GGG 15%
Montebello Golf Cour |G 15%
Sanchez Adobe Park |G 13%

Potrero Heights Park [N 12%
Skate Park [ 6%

Taylor Ranch Museum [l 5%
Bicknell Park i 2%
Northridge Mini Park J] 1%
Dutcher Tot Lot | 1%
Don't Know

Other | 6%

n= 395

TABLE 4-2: Importance of Facilities Operated by the City of Montebello Average Rating — Invitation Survey
How important are the following facilities and services to your household?
Montebello City

Rating Category Grant Rea Park
City parks and open spaces

Reggie Rodriguez

45
Amenities at City parks(e.g., picnic areas, restrooms) 45
Trails and pathways ) . . . 4.2
Athletic courts (e.g., basketball, tennis) . . . . 3.9
Youth recreation and sport programs . . . . 4.0
Special events . . . . 4.0
Community centers . . . . 3.9
Adult recreation and sport programs . . . . 3.8

Senior programs . . . . 38

Aquatic programs

Athletic field (e.g., baseball, soccer)
Adaptive programs at City facilities

Kids club/camps
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TABLE 4-3: Top Current Facilities: Importance — Invitation Survey

How important are the following facilities and services to your household overall?

Percent Responding:

Rating Category Avg.  n= 1&2 3 4&5
City parks and open spaces 45 386 | 4% . 10%
Amenities at City parks (e.g., picnic areas, restrooms) 45 385 | 6% IB%
Trails and pathways 43 32 8% f11%
Athletic courts (e.q., basketball, tennis) 41 379 l 13% . 14%
Youth recreation and sport programs 40 373 ] 16% H13%
Special events 40 375 | 10% [ 19%
Community centers 40 3= | 9% [ 23%
Adult recreation and sport programs 39 373 l 14% -21%
Senior programs 39 =0 J 15% 21%
Aquatic programs 39 373 ] 115% 21%
Athletic fields (e.g., baseball, soccer) 39 382 l 18% . 16%
Adaptive programs at City facilities 38 34 ] 16% [ 22% 61%
Kids club/camps 38 373 |l 20% [18% T 62%
*Ratings categories are sorted in descending order by the average rating
M 5 - Very Important Source: RRC Associates and KTUA
m4
3
2

M 1 - Not at all Important

TABLE 4-4: Top Current Facilities: Needs Met— Invitation Survey
How important are the following facilities and services to your household overall?

Percent Responding:

Rating Category Avg. n= 1&2 3
City parks and open spaces 34 311 | 21% kLT
‘fouth recreation and sport programs 33 =2 | 30% [ 26%
Athletic fields (e.g., baseball, soccer) 32 20 [N 30% [ 26%
Senior programs 3.2 246 33% i 27%
Special events 3.2 260 34% [ 24%
Kids club/camps 31 222 [0 34% [ 26%
Community centers 31 278 33% 2%
Amenities at City parks (e.g., picnic areas, restrooms) 3.1 313 [ 36% [ 25%
Athletic courts (e.g., basketball, tennis) 30 2205 O 35% [ 30%
Adaptive programs at City facilities 29 21 39% P ze%n
Adult recreation and sport programs 29 29 BB 41% [ 28%
Adquatic programs 28 259 23% 44% I 23%
Trails and pathways 26 29 54% [ 15%

. 5. Completely *Ratings categories are sorted in desc,segjizeg: %rgzrﬁzst;?ai\ésr:gg LaTth

ma

|3

2
1 - Notatall

Al



If additional trail connections,
bike lanes/paths, pedestrian
walkways and/or street

crossings were developed,
would you and/or your
household walk or ride a
bicycle to get to parks,
neighborhood centers and/or
recreation facilities more
often?

TABLE 4-5: Receiving Information - Invitation Survey

How do you currently receive information on parks and recreation facilities, services, and programs?

SERGBIEmail/newsletter, 6%

[ Other, 13%
0% 5% 10% 15% 20% 25% 30% 35% 40% 45%
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TABLE 4-6: Mode of Transportation - Invitation Survey

When you and/or your household visit parks, community centers and/or recreation facilities, which mode(s)
of transportation do you typically use? (Check all that apply)

IPuinc transportation/shared (e.g., Uber, Lyft), 1%

Id/A - | don't use parks/recreation facilities, 2%

0% 10% 20% 30% 40% 50% 60% 70% 80%

TABLE 4-7: Priorities - Invitation Survey

Given likely budget issues influenced in part by COVID-19 for the City of Montebello over the next few
years, what are the top two priorities that should be implemented?

om increased programs and activities, 21%

are driven by demand from new development and that this development pays

ng from adding infill amenities to existing parks , 18%

as of new growth or to address inequities in park access to different areas of

0

S

10% 20% 30% 40% 50% 60% 70%
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TABLE 4-8: Barriers to Participation — Invitation Survey vs. Intercept Survey

What are the most important needs to be addressed by the City of Montebello over the next 5 to 10 years?

Percent Responding:

Rating Category Avg. n= _ 1&2
Add more trails and walking areas in or outside of parks 43 383 I 8%
Expand current park amenities and activities 43 346 I 7%

Add more linear parks that include natural areas with paths 40 349 l'12%

Add more traditional neighborhood or community parks 3.7 340 I 18%
Expand exisiting park boundaries 34 336 l - 25%
Add more mini-parks (1/2 to 2 acres) 3.2 340 ' ?31%
Add more pocket parks/plazas (less than Y2 acre) 3.2 333 .: 531% sl 42%
*Ratings categories are sorted in descending order by the average rating
M5 - Very Important Source: RRC Associates and KTUA
4
|3
2

1 - Not at all Important

TABLE 4-9: Importance/Performance Matrix — Invitation Survey

High Importance/ . — =— _ High Importance/
Low Needs Met ~ High Needs Met
- ~ |
I
45 7 \q N City parks and open spaces @
/ Amenities at City parks [e.gl., icni@reas, restrooms)
aaf l
Focus Arga - \
l Lower Priprity
@ 4.3
Q 1
g ! :
<] I
E- 4.2 1 \
= Area of Focus : \
= I
g 4.1 ! 1
% Athletic courts (e.g., basketball, tennis) Youth recreation and sport programs
0 B N Ve e s
0 40 i Special events
I I
I
Adult recreation and sport programs : /
3.9 1 [ ] Se;ior programs
I
I
~ ) ) o Athletic fields (e.g., baseball, soccer)
38 .&daptlve programs at City facilities N
Low Importance/ ~ ® : - .K/ Low Importance/
Low Needs Met = — - = . ids club/camps High Needs Met
26 27 28 29 3.0 31 32 33 34

Average Rating Meets Needs

Source: RRC Associates and KTUA
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4.2.3 COMMUNITY WORKSHOPS

A total of four workshops were conducted through-
out the planning process to obtain community input
and solicit feedback on existing parks and recreation
facilities. All four workshops were held Via GoT-
oMeeting (an online video conferencing platform)
between 6:00 PM-8:00 PM in order to abide to the
COVID-19 restrictions in place at the time. Addition-
al resident feedback was incorporated through a se-
ries of online surveys.

Connect

Community Workshop 1

The first online workshop was held on July 22th, 2020
at 6:00 pm. The team introduced the overall project
goals, existing conditions mapping, and explained the
project StoryMap website and how the community
can share their valuable feedback for the duration of
the project. The recording of this workshop was post-
ed on YouTube and was made available through the
StoryMap website.

trails and open

space

Include

additional space
and maximize
use of existing

Improve

equitable
distribution
through
new facility
development



Community Workshop 2

The second online workshop was held on September
10th, 2020 at 6:00 pm. The team introduced project
progress, park level of service analysis, and bench-
marking with a presentation. The team also conducted
some quick polls, discussed key issues with the resi-
dents, and covered how to share feedback using the
project StoryMap website. The recording of this work-
shop was posted on YouTube and was made available
through the StoryMap website.

Preferred ACTIVE park amenities:

After this workshop, an amenities survey was distrib-
uted to the public. A couple of the top priorities’ resi-
dents listed in this survey was that they would prefer
additional lighting and more playgrounds. Some other
amenities that residents expressed that they would
like to see are dog parks, security towers/ kiosks, and
splash pads. Below are the top three active, passive,
linear, and general park amenities residents would like
to see:

Preferred LINEAR park amenities:

.

Preferred GENERAL park amenities:

Visual preference image cloud - larger images received more community votes
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Community Workshop 3

The third online workshop was held on November
17th, 2020 at 6:00 pm. The team gave a summary of
the public survey, discussed some of the park ameni-
ty gaps, went over some potential infill opportunities,
introduced the project draft recommendations, quick-
ly reviewed some of the park specific plan sites, and
closed with the project’s next steps and a community
raffle. The recording of this workshop was posted on
YouTube and was made available through the StoryM-
ap website.

Poll Question #1.:
Regarding Parks, what is most important to you?

Affordable recreation programs offered at various
locations

- Well maintained and secure parks with good lighting
- Amenities at each park that match the local population needs

- Equitable distribution of parks throughout the community

Poll Question #2:
Which of the following items do you feel are needed in your neighborhood?

- More playgrounds

- Senior, Teen, and/or Recreation Centers

- Sport courts (tennis, basketball, etc.)
- Sport fields (soccer, baseball, etc.)
- More picnic or social areas




Poll Question #3:

Do you support reclaiming portions of some City streets right of ways and
improving these as public spaces or linear parks?

- Would need to see Specific Street and Area

- Don't Support

Poll Question #4:
The City offers some level of recreation programs, which of the following statements
most closely aligns with your opinions on programs?

Expand recreation programs and try to offset costs
with increased user fees.

Privatize recreational programs and partner with more
non-profit organizations to run programs for a fee.

Keep the same level as currently offered and do not
expand the program.
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Community Workshop 4

The first online park specific workshop was held on
December 15th, 2020 at 6:00 pm. The team gave
an overview of the project along with a summary of
the public survey and the park amenity gaps. The
workshop was primarily focused on design ideas for
Reggie Rodriguez Park, Grant Rea Park, and Monte-
bello City Park. The team shared various design ide-
as including potential infill opportunities for each park
and more holistic modifications to the park sites. The
workshop closed with general discussion, the project’s
next steps, and a community raffle. Recording of this
workshop was posted on YouTube and made availa-
ble through the StoryMap website. Additionally, three
park surveys were distributed to solicit input. The park
surveys were provided to allow for additional input Example of an online virtual workshop
and feedback on the park specific plans. Community

members who participated in the survey were entered

into a community raffle.

Opportunity Areas: City Wide Opportunities

Exploring city wide park opportunities

Manteatia Organidbons
I Hontebeiio Parks
Other Parks & Open Spaces
— DPR Trails
1 Schools

Workshop 4 opportunity areas slide
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4.2.4 GRANT REA PARK SPECIFIC SURVEY

Grant Rea Specific Park Survey was sent to the pub-
lic after Community Workshop 4. This survey yielded
175 responses from the public. Out of these respons-
es, 38% of the survey takers lived closest to Grant
Rea Park. When asked how often they used the park,
42% responded with about once a week. In regards
to park user safety, most users stated that the issues

FIGURE 4-3: Grant Rea Park Redesign Option 1

LEGEND

MULTI-LISE SPORTS FIELD
BASEBALL | SOFTBALL RELD
MNEW SOCCER RELDS
ENHANCED FLAYGROUND
NEW SPORTS COURTS
NEW PLAYGROUMD

MULTIUSE SPORTS FIELD
MULTISPORT COURTS
RELOCATED BUILDING &
EMHAMCEMENTS

L

L]

e

@) BASEBALL/SOFTBALL FIELD
© ENHANCED PLAYGROUND
@ ENTRY PLAZA

@) FITNESS STATIONS

@ DOGPARK
L)
(]

they encountered were uncleanliness of park ameni-
ties (specifically restrooms), vagrants, and lighting. As
shown in Figure 4-3 and Figure 4-4, there were two
optional park layouts presented in the survey. When
asked which park redesign was most preferred, 43%
said Option 1 and 57% said Option 2. Users who
preferred option two enjoyed the addition of the dog
park and walking paths.
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Do you feel safe visiting the park? Top 3 areas survey users utilize the most:
60.00%
50‘00% Lawn area‘sj _
40.00%
30.00% Trails and trailheads -
20.00%
10.00% e -
- 0.63%
0.00%
Yes Only during the No Other
day

Specific Park Amenities Preferences:

New Park Amenities Preferences:
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4.2.5 MONTEBELLO CITY PARK SPECIFIC
SURVEY

Montebello City Specific Park Survey was sent to
the public after Community Workshop 4. This survey
yielded 199 responses from the public. Out of these
responses, 52% of the survey takers lived closest to
Montebello City Park. When asked how often they
used the park, 32% responded with about once a

FIGURE 4-5: Montebello City Park Redesign

LEG

° ®

o o

®

€  ENLARGEENHANCE SKATEPARK PUBLIC

° FAMILY GATHERIMNG AREAS 0 INCLUDE PUBLIC ART AT KEY NODES

Do you feel safe visiting the park?

50%
46%
I 6% 6%
(]

Only during the day N Other

45%

43%
40%
35%
30%
25%
20%
15%
10%
5%
0%

Yes

week. In regards to park user safety, most users stated
that the issues they encountered were uncleanliness
of restrooms, vagrants, and upkeep of park amenities.
Figure 4-5 shows the park redesign and when asked
their comments on the design, many stated how they
enjoyed the addition of walking trails.

Top 3 areas survey users utilize the most:

Picnic Areas

Playgrounds

Lawn Areas

24 25 26 2.7 2.8 29 3 31
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Specific Park Amenities Preferences:

New Park Amenities Preferences:

Improved Park Amenities Preferences:
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4.2.6 REGGIE RODRIGUEZ PARK SPECIFIC
SURVEY

Reggie Rodriguez Specific Park Survey was sent to
the public after Community Workshop 4. This survey
yielded 289 responses from the public. Out of these
responses, 53% of the survey takers lived closest to
Reggie Rodriguez Park. When asked how often they

FIGURE 4-6: Reggie Rodriguez City Park Redesign

J _4' "Tl"llllllllllil“'

l'l'|l1|rll

Do you feel safe visiting the park?

50%
45%

45% Ak

40%

35%

30%

25%

20%

15%

10% o
5% . 2%
0% [ m—

Yes Only during the day No Other

used the park, 49% responded with about once a
week. In regards to park user safety, most users stat-
ed that the issues they encountered were unclean-
liness or park amenities (specifically restrooms) and
vagrants. When shown the potential park redesign in
Figure 4-6, many users stated their excitement about
walking trails and playgrounds.

® © 60;00000
:
5

—

Top 3 areas survey users utilize the most:

Basketball Court

Lawn Areas

o
o
wun
-

15 2 25 3 3.5
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Specific Park Amenities Preferences:
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New Park Amenities Preferences:

rings, 3.92




4.3 PROGRAM ANALYSIS
4.3.1 PROGRAM DEVELOPMENT

The City offers a variety of recreation services and
programs that seek to meet the needs of the commu-
nity. These services benefit individuals, families, busi-
nesses, and neighborhoods as a whole. Assessing
current program offerings, determining program gaps,
and identifying community needs will allow the Parks
and Recreation Department to identify improvement
areas and develop strategies to assist in the delivery
of other services. To do so, the City should develop a
vision and mission to help identify the core services
that will bring the greatest community benefits. It is
also important to maintain regular dialogue with us-
ers and residents, as well as analyzing current trends,
the market, and the data obtained during the com-
munity outreach efforts. The Montebello Recreation
and Community Services Department should pursue
program development around the priorities identified
by the program evaluation process, research, and
community input, including community events, hob-
by/interest programs, fitness and wellness programs,
nature programs, among others. According to the
survey, the top three highest priority programs are
community events, fitness and wellness programs,
and outdoor recreation programs. The following crite-
ria should be analyzed when developing new programs:

» Need: outgrowth of a current popular program,
or enough demonstrated demand to successfully
support a minimal start (one class for instance).

» Budget: accounting for all costs and anticipated
(conservative) revenues; should meet cost recov-
ery targets established by the department.

» Location: appropriate, available, and within budget.
» Instructor: qualified, available, and within budget.
» Materials and supplies: available and within budget.

» Marketing effort: adequate and timely opportuni-
ty to reach intended market; (either existing mar-
keting budget or as part of new program budget).

New programs should be based on community de-
mand and trends. Careful consideration, planning, and
communication with the community are required. Due
to the inability to predict the success of certain activ-
ities and programs, the City should engage in con-
tinuous creative assessments, surveying, research,
and planning for viability. Additionally, new programs
should be well advertised to provide the best possibil-
ity of success. Available facilities and funding must be
considered when adding or expanding programs, as
this may hinder potential opportunities in some cases.

4.3.2 PROGRAM EVALUATION

All current programs should be evaluated annually
to determine if they should be continued, changed,
or discontinued. A few simple questions should be
asked about each program that includes:

» |s participation increasing or decreasing?

» |s there information contained in user feedback
that can be used to improve the program?

» Are cost recovery goals being met? If not, can fees
be realistically increased or costs reduced?

» Can the program be offered by a more suitable or
more qualified provider?

» s this program taking up facility space that could
be used for expansion of more popular programs
or new programs in demand by the community?

Grant Rea Park
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4.4 KEY TRENDS

Since the provision of public parks and recreation ser-
vices can be influenced by demographic preferences,
the Master Plan process identified local and national
recreation trends that help define what Montebello’s
residents are seeking. By combining participation
levels of the City, resident demographics using data
from the U.S. Census Bureau, local community input,
and research of relevant national recreation trends,
critical insights that help to plan for the future can be
found. This section reviews local and national recrea-
tion trends relative to Montebello’'s demographic and
identified interests. The current trends impacting City
services include:

» A focus on walking, hiking, and camping in an out-
door setting.

» Participation in team sports activities.
» Swimming and aquatic-based activities.

» Recreation activity and programs for the different
age-based generations.

Learning from these new shifts in participation in out-
door recreation, sports, and cultural programs, a city
can then adapt its park requirement planning and de-
velopment focus.

4.4.1 HOUSEHOLD PARTICIPATION IN
OUTDOOR ACTIVITIES

According to the 2020 Sports, Fitness, and Leisure Ac-
tivities (SFIA) Topline Participation Report, outdoor rec-
reation is an activity group that is continuing to capture
the interest and attention of new audiences; besides
those older than 55, all other age groups listed camp-
ing as the number one activity among non-participants.
Figure 4-7 demonstrates the participation in outdoor
activities in the City households according to data from
the U.S. Census Bureau. Almost 12 percent of house-
holds participated in overnight camping trips. Outdoor
recreation activities that are growing in popularity are
indicated with green arrows whereas activities that are
losing popularity are indicated with a red arrow. Camp-
ing trips, canoeing/kayaking, fresh and saltwater fishing,
frisbee, hiking, jogging/running, and road biking, were
all popular activities; visiting the beach was the number
one outdoor recreation activity. Knowing that residents
like to visit the beach may be an indication of the com-
munity’s need for aquatic related programs. Table 4-10
shows the team sports with the highest and the lowest
average annual growth from 2012 to 2017. According
to the 2018 SFIA, Millennials are more likely than other
generations to engage in water sports.

FIGURE 4-7: City of Montebello Outdoor Activity
Participation

Jogging/Running I 1%
Hiking 1IIIIINEGEE 10%
Camping Trip I 9%
Road Bicycling 1 7%
Fresh Water Fishing I 5%
Golf I 4%
Mountain Bicycling [l 3%

Salt Water Fishing 1l 3%

Canoeing/Kayaking [l 3%
Frisbee B 2%
Backpacking Wl 2%
Archery B 2%
Horseback Riding W 1%

Source: U.S. Census, ESRI Business Analyst

TABLE 4-10: Water Sport Average Annual Growth

5 YEAR AVG. ANNUAL

WATER SPORT GROWTH
Stand Up Paddling A 5.3%
Kayaking for recreation A 5.2%
Surfing A 1.8%
Sailing Y -1.6%
Board Sailing ¥ -1.8%
Wakeboarding ¥ -2.5%

Source: 2020 Sports, Fitness, and Leisure Activities Topline
Participation Report, 2014-2019



4.4.2 HOUSEHOLD PARTICIPATION IN
TEAM SPORTS

Figure 4-8 demonstrates the household participation
of individual and team sports in the City. Swimming,
basketball, soccer, and baseball were all activities
with over five percent of household participation.

Nationally, according to the 2020 SFIA report, the ac-
tivity with the most growth over the last five years
has been rugby with a more than 16 percent increase.

Flag football, indoor soccer, cheerleading and basket-
ball have all experienced an increase in participation.
Ultimate Frisbee, touch football, and fastpitch softball
have seen a significant decline in the last five years.

4.4.3 NATIONWIDE FITNESS ACTIVITY
TRENDS

According to the SFIA, high impact intensity training
(HIIT) and cross-training style workouts, or CrossFit,
are two of the top trending aerobic activities. These
workouts combine elements of gymnastics, weight-
lifting, running, rowing, and other sports to create a
varied fitness regime.

Concerning individual sports, off-road triathlons have
seen a 7/ percent average annual growth for the last
five years. These races, such as XTERRAs, consist of
a competitive combination of swimming, mountain
biking, and trail running.

Pickleball, a paddle sport mixing badminton, tennis,
and table tennis, is still trending, gaining an average
of 8 percent growth each year. Growing even slightly
faster is Cardio Tennis at 9.1 percent. Cardio Tennis
is a fitness program that focuses on combining a full-
body workout with elements of tennis.

Engaging individuals who normally do not participate
in recreational activities or visit parks is one of the
outreach challenges of parks and recreation agencies.
Income has been seen to impact activity rates; those
households making under $50,000 are significantly
less active than those making more. Data shows that
having someone to join first-time users will increase
participation more than any other reason.

FIGURE 4-8: City of Montebello Team Sport Participation
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Source: U.S. Census, ESRI Business Analyst

TABLE 4-11: Team Sport National Average Annual

Growth
TEAM SPORT - YEA%’:&‘;{,{.\E NEAE
Flag Football A 4.3%
Indoor Soccer A 3.4%
Cheerleading A 1.8%
Basketball A 1.6%
Volleyball -- Court A 0.6%
Outdoor Soccer ¥ -1.0%

Source: 2020 Sports, Fitness, and Leisure Activities Topline
Participation Report, 2014-2019
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4.4.4 LOCAL AND STATE-WIDE
RECREATIONAL EXPENDITURES

According to the U.S. Census Bureau, City of Mon-
tebello residents spend on average $118 a year on
recreational expenditures, totaling almost $19 million
in 2017, as seen in Figure 4-9 This included memn
bership fees for social, recreation, and community
clubs, fees for recreation lessons, camping fees, and
recreation equipment purchases, and other related
recreation expenses. According to the Outdoor In-
dustry Economy Report, in California alone, annu-
al consumer spending in outdoor recreation is $92
billion, supporting 691,000 direct jobs. About 56
percent of California residents participate in outdoor
recreation each year.

TABLE 4-12: Nationwide Fitness Activity Trends

5 YEAR AVG. ANNUAL

GROWTH
AEROBIC ACTIVITY
Aquatic Exercise A 4.3%
Stationary Cycle A 3.3%
Treadmill A 2.5%
chorecaraphed to music A 23%
Swimming for fitness A 2.2%
Walking for fitness ¥ -0.2%
Running/logging 2 -0.3%
STRENGTH ACTIVITY
Free Weights (Barbells) A 2.1%
\FAr/ee?g\r/w\ii;ghts (Dumbbells/Hand | y 17%
CONDITIONING ACTIVITIES
Rowing Machine A 5.5%
Yoga A 3.8%
Barre A 2.9%
Tai Chi A 2.0%

Source: 2020 Sports, Fitness, and Leisure Activities Topline
Participation Report, 2014-2019

FIGURE 4-9: City of Montebello Recreational Expenditures

Sports, Recreation,
and Exercise Equip-
ment

$2,752,451

Social, Recreation, and

Entertai t/R -
ntertainment/Recrea Health Clubs Fees

tion Fees and Admis-

$3,955,300
$12,211,439

Source: U.S. Census, ESRI Business Analyst
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4.4.5 GENERATIONAL CHANGES

Activity participation and preferences tend to vary
based on several demographic factors but can also
differ based on generational preferences. According
to Esri Business Analyst, the following birth years
identify generations into the categories in Figure
4-10.

The Silent Generation began life in some of the most
difficult conditions, including the Great Depression,
World War Il, and economic and political uncertainty.
The youngest have reached 75 years of age and can
be greatly assisted by the social interaction that takes
place at senior centers or within senior programs.

As Baby Boomers enter and enjoy retirement, they
are looking for opportunities in fitness, sports, out-
door activities, cultural events, and other activities
that suit their lifestyles. When programming for this
age group, a customized experience to cater to the
need for self-fulfillment, healthy pleasure, nostalgic
youthfulness, and individual escapes are important.

Many members of Generation X are in the peak of
their careers, raising families, and growing their con-
nections within the community.

Millennials tend to be more tech-savvy, socially con-
scious, and achievement-driven with more flexible
ideas about balancing wealth, work, and play. They
generally prefer different park amenities, and recrea-
tional programs, from their counterparts in the Baby
Boomer generation.

As of the 2010 Census, Generation Z form about
a quarter of the U.S. population, nearly half of the
youth population is ethnically diverse.

Generation Alpha are the children of Millennials, they
will have no fear of technology. Every effort to ac-
commodate this generation with high quality, state
of the art technology in facilities and with programs
will be necessary to reach this group.

FIGURE 4-10: City of Montebello Generational
Breakdown

17%
24%

19%

27%

- Alpha (2017 or later) - Generation X (1965-1980)
- Generation Z (1999-2016) - Baby Boomer (1946-1964)
- Millennial (1981-1998)

Source: U.S. Census, ESRI Business Analyst

FIGURE 4-11: State of California Outdoor Recreation Economy

e g
691,000 $30.4 B

direct state jobs in wages and salaries

V. Y N
m I
S92 B S6.2 B

in consumer spending in state/local tax revenue

Source: Outdoor Industry, 2017 Outdoor Recreation Economy Report

- Silent Generation (1928-1945)
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5.1 FUTURE POPULATION

In addition to determining the needs and desires of
Montebello residents, it is important to examine the
future projected City demographics, vacant land, po-
tential growth areas within the City, and future recre-
ation needs for the projected population. Understand-
ing the community’s recreational desires, its social
makeup, and the City’s ability to provide services is
key to developing a long-range plan for Montebello’s
parks and recreational facilities. This chapter high-
lights the demographic trends and future recreation
needs as obtained through the outreach process and
the Population Based Standards (PBS). These needs,
deficiencies, and demographic changes should influ-
ence the City’s park and recreation planning through
2035. After 2035, a new park master plan should be
considered to calibrate and update these changes

and trends.

5.1.1 PROJECTED POPULATION

SCAG provides several resources for population
growth projections for jurisdictional planning within
the Government’s boundary. However, to more accu-
rately project population growth, a thorough analysis
of the city’s general plan, the market demand for hous-
ing in the given city, vacant land for population growth
opportunities, local and regional jobs trends, and other
inputs are required. As the City of Montebello was go-
ing through a General Plan Update and a Downtown
Specific Plan at the time of this report, further popula-
tion projections based on these planning efforts were
not available in the population projections shown in
this report. However, a percentage growth rate was
generated after a close analysis of various data sourc-

es. These sources include the following:

» Various interviews with the consultant leading the
General Plan Update and Downtown Specific Plan

planning efforts.

» Close analysis of the two reputable projection
scenarios - SCAG Demographic and Growth Pro-
jection report and the SCAG Regional Housing

Needs Assessment (RHNA) report.

» Analysis of various City planning efforts and va-
cant land leading to future potential growth corri-
dors, catalytic sites, and growth trends related to

transit oriented development.
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TABLE 5-1: Population Projection

2018 63,099
2019 62,742
2025 68,291
2030 73,840
2035 79,389

This study that was developed for this project is
herein referred to as the “Anticipated Growth Sce-
nario” (AGS). The AGS represents the mean growth
percentage between the SCAG growth projection
(3% annual growth) along with the *RHNA growth
projection (40% annual growth). The AGS was then
skewed to the upper quartile (75%) of the mean be-
tween these two data sets.

Based on the analysis from the AGS project, the City
is projected to have a population of 79,389 personsin
2035. This represents a 26% increase over the 2019
population of approximately 16,647 persons. This
population growth rate demonstrates an aggressive
growth pattern. Although this level of growth may not
occur, planning to accommodate this level of growth
is prudent as it may represent a worst-case scenario.

*Derived from the 5,174 housing units needed multi-
plied by the average household size at 3.3

5.1.2 VACANT LAND

The City of Montebello has 424.19 acres of vacant
land, as determined by the October 10, 2020 parcel
assessment information from LA County. Planning
efforts for the various vacant land parcels are current-
ly underway, although changes in desired use may
result in future planning efforts, including this Master
Plan. To allow for planning decisions to be made, all
parcels are shown in Figure 5-1. Further descriptions
of these ‘opportunity sites’ are found in this chapter.
The currently vacant land allows for more accurate
population projections as these represent easier op-
portunities for new development and growth.
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5.1.3 TRANSIT ORIENTED DEVELOPMENT

As vacant land is limited in the urbanized canvas
of Montebello, the development trend that's like-
ly to occur is transit oriented development (TOD).
TOD typically occurs as infill development, which is
where an existing parcel is redeveloped to accommo-
date more intensive and denser usage of the parcel.
These types of developments are usually catalyzed
by larger transportation planning efforts occurring
near or around major transportation corridors and
transit stops. Furthermore, these efforts are typically
incentivized by the local government as they present
a smarter growth pattern than isolated growth areas
where public transportation and other services may
be lacking. These areas may be the focus of the cur-
rent General Plan Update and Downtown Specific
Plan where upzoning or rezoning of parcels may oc-
cur and underutilized surface lots, warehouses, and
one-story buildings are converted to low-rise or mid-
rise towers. The challenge with infill development as
it relates to park planning is that it typically exacer-
bates the demand for park services within the given
growth areas while not providing much parkland in
exchange within the vicinity of growth, creating addi-
tional pressure to the parks within walking distance.

Major Transit Stops

With the increase of population and catalytic sites
throughout Montebello, TOD’s will be on the rise. Its
location near the LA Metropolitan Area makes Mon-
tebello an ideal area for TOD’s. The blue points in
Figure 5-2 are the Major Transit Stops in Montebello
where TOD’s would most likely be centered around.
The following transit stops are Major Transit Stops:

» Paramount/Marketplace;

> Garfield/Via Campo;

» Garfield /Whittier;

» Montebello/ Commerce Metrolink Station.

v

High Quality Transit Areas

High-quality transit areas include the area within a half-
mile radius around major transit stops or transit routes.
These are the areas most TOD's would be developed
and the City’s population would increase. These areas
are shown in Figure 5-2 and depicted in light blue.

Potential Gold Line Extension

The potential Gold Line Extension (see Figure 5-2)
offers a great opportunity for connecting Montebel-
lo transit with the greater LA Area. The Gold Line is

an eastward extension along the 60 Freeway to the
Montebello Town Center, and a southeasterly exten-
sion to Whittier via Garfield Ave. and Washington
Blvd. This corridor already benefits from high transit
use, pedestrian-friendly design, and numerous job
and entertainment destinations, catalyzing TOD’s.

TOD Growth (Case Studies)

Noteworthy examples of TOD within the Los Angeles
region are the Van Nuys Station and Mariachi Plaza:

The Van Nuys Station is a bus station on the current
Orange Line and the future East San Fernando Valley
Line. This bus station is located in a suburban neigh-
borhood and surrounded by mainly low-rise residential
and commercial uses. In its current location, the bus
station serves about 30,783 people and as a TOD, the
population increase could rise to 38,095, according to
the 2018 UCLA Transit Oriented Los Angeles report.
As a TOD the neighborhood surrounding the bus stop
will become denser and infill of 800 sf/unit buildings is
projected to increase in the area.

The Mariachi Plaza Station is connected to the Gold
Line, which may also run through Montebello. This light
rail station is in Boyle Heights at the commercial center
of the Mariachi Plaza off of 1st Street and Boyle Avenue.

Mariachi Plaza Station
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5.2 POPULATION GROWTH
DISTRIBUTION

Based on the demand that TOD may have on the City, an
analysis of the growth distribution was done to better un-
derstand growth areas within the City. Since growth will be
focused on key corridors and around future transportation
hubs, a focused analysis that takes the anticipated growth
and divides it amongst these areas is the best method to
understand distribution. Table 5-2 illustrates the anticipata
ed distribution based on this analysis. Furthermore, Figd
ure 5-3 shows these areas and their anticipated growth
percentages as it relates to the City map. Note that these
projections are preliminary and will be examined in great-
er detail and refined during the General Plan update and
Downtown Specific Plan process; however, this provides
a general framework to explore growth distribution within
the City. The areas identified within the growth areas are:

Area A - Beverly Boulevard:

Beverly Boulevard will likely experience a level of growth
that is slightly above the rate of growth within the City but
modest compared to other key corridors. This is due to the
commercial presence of Beverly Boulevard and the fact
that most administrative and governmental facilities occur
along this corridor which wiill restrict residential growth.
However, some areas along Beverly Boulevard may wit-
ness some infill development resulting in some growth of
the area.

Area B - Montebello Boulevard North:

The north end of Montebello Boulevard may see growth
mildly above the City's rate of growth. This is due to the
commercial presence, the existing Taylor Ranch Park site
and other areas that may restrict residential growth. How-
ever, some areas south of Beverly Boulevard and adjacent
to the Whittier Boulevard growth / downtown specific
growth area may witness some infill development result-
ing in mild population growth.

Area C — Whittier Boulevard:

Whittier Boulevard will likely experience the highest level
of growth within the existing developed areas within the
City due to the Downtown Specific Plan on the east end
of this corridor area. Additionally, this corridor is a SCAG
High Quality Transit Area and has a Major Transit Stop on
the west end of the corridor. The existing sparse develop-
ment on the far east end of the identified area along the
Rio Hondo may experience additional growth due to the
available land. All these factors contribute the higher per-
centage of population distribution for the corridor.

Area D - Greenwood Avenue:

Greenwood Avenue will likely experience a modest level
of growth compared to the rest of the City. This is due to
the adjacency to Washington Boulevard and the likely in-
crease in density that may occur due to a potential Gold
Line expansion. Additionally, this area already has some
density compared to the rest of the City which may be re-
developed to accommodate additional housing units.

Area E — Montebello Boulevard South:

Montebello Boulevard South will likely experience a mod-
est level of growth compared to the rest of the City. Similar
to Greenwood, this is also due to the adjacency to Wash-
ington Boulevard and the likely increase in density that
may occur due to a potential Gold Line expansion. This
area is mainly R1 residential zoning which may change if
the community and planning officials feel that higher den-
sity along this corridor is desired.

Area F — Washington Boulevard:

Washington Boulevard will likely experience the second
highest level of growth within the existing developed are-
as within the City along with the catalytic sites. This is due
to the increase in density that may occur due to a potential
Gold Line expansion. Further, this area has other growth
opportunities on the western end that are currently light
industrial uses. These areas may be rezoned if the Gold
Line becomes a reality.

Area G - Catalytic Sites:

The catalytic site areas are specific areas that may be
sought after for redevelopment in the future. These sites
currently have vast parking lots, unused land, are underuti-
lized or simply inefficient in their uses. These sites allow
for possible growth opportunities as redevelopment may
include additional housing in order to achieve the RHNA
goals.

Area H — Montebello Hills:

The Montebello Hills site is a specific plan area with up
to 1,200 planned residential dwelling units. Using the
average household size of 3.3 persons, an approximate
population increase of 3,995 people could be anticipated
in these areas if approval, construction, and occupancy
occurs. This exhibits the largest population growth area
within the City. As such, the distribution accounts for this
population as closely as the percentage increments allow.

TABLE 5-2: Population Distribution Table - 2035

Projection

[ areanave [areain| per [ TomaL |
Beverly Blvd. A 5% 832
Mont. Blvd. N. B 3% 499
Whittier Blvd. C 20% 3,329
Greenwood Ave. D 8% 1,332
Mont. Blvd. S. E 8% 1,332
Washington Blvd. F 15% 2,497
Catalytic Sites G 15% 2,497
Montebello Hills H 24% 3,995
Rest of City - 2% 333
All = 100% 16,647




Rosemead

South San Gabriel

Monterey Park

Fast Los Angeles

Commerce

Pico Rivera

Bell Gardens
Downey

FIGURE 5-3: Specific Plan Area and Corridors

Growth Areas
Area A - Beverly Blvd

Area B - Montebello Blvd N.
Area C - Whittier Blvd
Area D - Greenwood Ave
Area E - Montebello Blvd S.
Area F - Washington Blvd

r====

i I Potential Catalytic Sites
l= = == J (Areas indicated as G)

Percent of Total Citywide Growth

*As projected by the Anticipated
Growth Scenario (AGS), the
mean value between SCAG &
RHNA growth projections

0 0.5 1
B wiles
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5.3 FUTURE LOS NEED ANALYSIS

The future LOS need analysis is a study to determine
which park amenities will be in higher demand with-
in the City as it continues into the near future. The
analysis provided an adjustment factor to the NRPA
national guidelines to determine a forecasted de-
mand resulting in the ‘Recommended City Standards’
amountin the LOS amenities table found in Table 5-3.
The adjustment factor is based on sports trends, user
input data, and current recreation participation num-
bers. This analysis then took a numeric adjustment
which correlates with a low, neutral, high, and very
high classification. This classification adjustment was
the result of the following studies as in presented in
Chapter 4 in greater depth:

» Amenity Trends based on the 2020 Sports, Fit-
ness, and Leisure Activities (SFIA) Topline Partici-
pation Report.

» User input data from the collective user outreach
including the statistically valid surveying, park
specific user surveys, and stakeholder interviews.

» The current Montebello household participation in
outdoor activities, team sports, and fitness activities.

Children’s e”vent at Community Center

o
o
b




TABLE 5-3: Level of Service Adjustment Table

|_
&
S S
N B
g © :8
< & t
(a) w o
3 g g
FACILITY / AMENITY = S5 o
4 |Rec Center 0.93] HIGH HIGH | NEUTRAL
% Community Centers 0.77| VHIGH HIGH V HIGH
'-"-“_ Senior Center 0.97] NEUTRAL HIGH | NEUTRAL
é Teens Center 0.97| NEUTRAL HIGH | NEUTRAL
§ Performance Amphitheaters 0.97| NEUTRAL | HIGH | NEUTRAL
E Nature Centers 1.00{ NEUTRAL | NEUTRAL| NEUTRAL
Basketball Courts 0.83 HIGH HIGH V HIGH
Bocce ball 1.07| NEUTRAL LOW LOW
Community Gardens 0.97| NEUTRAL HIGH NEUTRAL
Diamond Fields: Baseball (Adult - 230'+)** 0.83] HIGH HIGH V HIGH
Diamond Fields: Baseball (Youth - <230')** 0.83] HIGH HIGH V HIGH
Diamond Fields: Softball (Adult - 200'+)** 0.83] VHIGH HIGH HIGH
Diamond Fields: Softball (Youth - <200')** 0.83] VHIGH HIGH HIGH
Dog Parks 0.87| HIGH V HIGH | NEUTRAL
Multi-Purpose Field* 0.83 HIGH V HIGH HIGH
Field Hockey / Lacrosse Field
Football
Soccer (Adult U14+)*

Soccer (Youth U6-12)*
Baseball (Adult - 230'+)*
Baseball (Youth - <230')*
Softball (Adult - 200'+)*
Softball (Youth - <200)*

Outdoor Park & Rec Facilities

Pickleball*** 0.97| NEUTRAL HIGH [ NEUTRAL
Picnic Areas (12+people) 0.97| NEUTRAL HIGH NEUTRAL
Playgrounds (age 6-12) 0.97| NEUTRAL HIGH [ NEUTRAL
Playgrounds (tot lot / age 2-5) 0.97| NEUTRAL HIGH NEUTRAL
Rectangular Soccer (Adult U14+)** 0.83 HIGH HIGH V HIGH
Rectangular Soccer (Youth U6-12)** 0.83 HIGH HIGH V HIGH
Skate Parks 1.00{ NEUTRAL | NEUTRAL | NEUTRAL
Swimming pool 0.77] VHIGH HIGH V HIGH
Tennis Courts 0.93| NEUTRAL HIGH HIGH
Volleyball 0.93| NEUTRAL HIGH HIGH

§ Pedestrian Trails - miles 0.83 HIGH V HIGH HIGH

5 Bicycle Trails - miles 0.83 HIGH V HIGH HIGH
Notes:

* Lower number equals higher need/ higher number equals lower need
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TABLE 5-4: Future Level of Service

Level of Service for 2035

Population
(79,389 Est. Pop. Per AGS)

Existing Private

School Facilities (not
Total Existing Inventory
NRPA National Guideline
Service Level (1/# pop)
Recommended City
Standard (1/# pop)
Low - (SCAG RGF)
Total Facilities Needed
Utilized - (AGS)

Total Facilities Needed
Total Facilities Needed
Low - (SCAG RGF)
Total Surplus /

Utilized - (AGS)

Total Surplus /

Total Surplus /

counted)

(0.2)
1.0 || 42490 32,600| 2.0 2.4 2.7 1o) | (4 (1.7)
10 || 68700 66,400 1.0 12 13 0.0 (0.2) (0.3)
0.0 || 60270 58300 1.1 1.4 15 1) | @4 (1.5)
1.0 || 57,304 55400| 1.2 1.4 16 02 | (0.4 (0.6)
0.0 || 65000 65000[ 1.0 1.2 1.4 o) | @2 (1.4)
5| 50 8560 7,100| 9.1 112 | 124 | @1 | 62 (7.4)
1.0 6250 6,700| 9.7 118 | 132 | 87 | (208 | (122
0.0 || 50000 48300 1.3 1.6 1.8 13) | (e (1.8)
1.0 || 22,900 19,100| 3.4 4.2 46 24 | B2 (3.6)
1.0 7,200 6000| 108 | 132 | 147 | (@8 | (122 | (137)
40 || 15500 12,900| 50 6.2 6.8 1o | @2 (2.8)
2.0 || 12,000 10000| 6.5 7.9 8.8 45) | (59 (6.8)
0.0 || 58000 50300 13 16 18 13) | (e (1.8)
2.0 || 10470 8700| 7.4 9.1 102 | (54) | .2) 8.2)

Rec Center

Community Centers
Senior Center
Teens Center

Performance Ampbhitheaters

Indoor Rec. Facilities

Nature Centers
Basketball Courts
Bocce ball
Community Gardens
Diamond Fields: Baseball (Adult - 230'+)**
Diamond Fields: Baseball (Youth - <230")**
Diamond Fields: Softball (Adult - 200'+)**
Diamond Fields: Softball (Youth - <200')**
Dog Parks
Multi-Purpose Field*

Field Hockey / Lacrosse Field

Football

Soccer (Adult U14+)*

Soccer (Youth U6-12)*

Baseball (Adult - 230'+)*

Baseball (Youth - <230)*

Softball (Adult - 200'+)*

Softball (Youth - <200)*
Pickleball***
Picnic Areas (12+people)
Playgrounds (age 6-12)
Playgrounds (tot lot / age 2-5)
Rectangular Soccer (Adult U14+)**
Rectangular Soccer (Youth U6-12)**

IN

o
o

Outdoor Park & Rec Facilities

0.0 6250 6,000| 108 | 132 | 147 | (108 | (132 | (14.7)
13.0 5000 4800 135 | 165 | 184 | (05 | (3.5 (5.4)
8.0 3860 3,700| 175 | 215 | 239 | (95 | (135 [ (159
40 || 11,200 10,800| 6.0 7.4 8.2 20 | G4 (4.2)
0.0 || 16644 13900| 47 5.7 6.4 @7 | 62 (6.4)
2.0 9,085 7,600| 85 104 | 116 | 65 | (84 (9.6)

O RNk OO KNM®EBOONOONOOONORNNEREROROAOO L O = NS0l

O OO OOk OO OO0 000 0000000000000 O0O0OO0OOo0O|lo o0 O o o0 -

Skate Parks 1.0 62,570 62,600 1.0 13 14 (0.0) (0.3) (0.4)
Swimming pool 23 45,800 35,100 1.8 23 25 0.4 (0.0) (0.3)
Tennis Courts 19 5.5 6,250 5800 11.2 13.7 15.2 (5.7) (8.2) (9.7)
Volleyball 1 0.0 22,250 20,800 3.1 3.8 4.2 (3.1) (3.8) (4.2)
§ Pedestrian Trails - miles 4.12 0 4.1 2,300 1900 34.1 41.8 46.5 (30.0) | (37.7) (42.4)
5 Bicycle Trails - miles 3.72 0 37 2,450 | 2,000 324 39.7 44.2 (28.7) | (36.0) (40.5)
Notes:

* Indicates a shared facility with seasonal use - point included in single purpose facilities
** Indlicates a single purpose facility, number includes shared facilities
*** May count some of the tennis courts if facility is shared

Utilized level
Pickleball, 13.4 of service data

TOP 5 NEEDED AMENITIES
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5.4 FUTURE POPULATION BASED
SERVICE ANALYSIS

For the purposes of this chapter, a population-based
service analysis was done for future conditions based
on population forecasts from the SCAG RGF which
is projected on the low end and the RHNA popula-
tion estimates (projected on the high end). Table 5-4
shows the difference of this range along with the
utilized AGS scenario. The results are that amenities
that currently exceed the standards are expected to
keep meeting them by 2035. However, the facilities
that do not meet the level of standards today will
have a greater deficiency in the future, as shown in
Table 5-4. This type of analysis is important because
it allows the City to identify the future needs and de-
ficiencies of the community and plan accordingly, es-
pecially around those areas that are expected to gain
the most population by 2030. New community parks
and recreation facilities should be centered in those
areas with deficiencies that are expected to concen-
trate more density, especially near developments that
meet the criteria for density incentives for low and
moderate-income units. This will make these facilities
more accessible to a higher percentage of users who
drive, bike, or walk. Future development should be
located within shorter distance of these community
parks and recreation facilities to ensure an adequate
level of service while at the same time encouraging
alternate modes of traveling, traffic reduction, and
healthier lifestyles.

Bike commuter

TABLE 5-5: Future Distribution
Future 2035

Parkshed (Service Area) Parkshed % City Area # Population % Population

Acreage Served Served Served

1/2 Mile Walkshed using 15-minute walktime

i . 1,058 20% 17,235 27.5%
(Community/Special Use Parks)
1/2 Mile Walkshed using 15-minute walktime

o 1,835 34% 33,613 53.6%

(Mini/Neighborhood)
1 Mile Bikeshed assuming 5-minute ride time

. R 2,949 55% 50,309 80.2%
(Community/Special Use Parks)
1/2 Mile Walkshed using 15-minute walktime

. . 2,597 49% 46,710 74.4%
(All parks including golf course)
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5.4.1 FUTURE PARK PRESSURE

Park pressure is a mapping study that analyzes park
size in relation to population density and quantifies
how population density affects parks by capturing
the potential demand. This study assumes that each
resident is using the park closest to them. Park pres-
sure was generated by defining a “parkshed” around
each park in the City which is defined by a polygon
containing all the households. The population within
each parkshed was then calculated to estimate the
number of potential park users within each parkshed.
The acreage of the park was then used to calculate
the number of park acres available per 1,000 people

within the parkshed.

Areas within the City with fewer park acres available
per 1,000 people within the parkshed are more likely
to have heavier use, while those with more park acres
available may be used less heavily. Population den-
sity can greatly affect park pressure. So as the City
densifies in areas around the defined TOD areas, the
parks serving those will be more impacted and will

experience greater park pressure.

TABLE 5-6: Park Pressure of Inputs

Concert at the park community event

PARK
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Rosemead

South San Gabriel

Monterey Park

L 1 Projected Growth Areas & Catalytic Sites

- e ol

Above or Below the Four Acre Standard*

Commerce 100% or More than Park Standard

51 to 100% Greater than Park Standard

g0 1 to 50% Greater than Park Standard

Park Standard is Met

1 to 25% Less than Park Standard

26 to 50% Less than Park Standard

51 to 75% Less than Park Standard

76% to 99% Less than Park Standard
*As projected by the Anticipated Growth Scenario (AGS), the

Bell Gardens mean value between SCAG & RHNA growth projections ;
Downey 0 0.5 1

BN  Miles
FIGURE 5-4: 2035 Park Pressure
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5.4.2 FUTURE CONDITIONS GDA

In addition to the existing condition GDA performed
in Chapter 3, access distances were calculated for all
parks and future parks including special recreation fa-
cilities. This analysis used 2035 future populations,
as projected by the AGS.

For these future conditions, the parks and recreation
facilities GDA effort looked at the percentage of fu-
ture population that will be serviced by the existing
community parks, neighborhood parks, recreation
centers, and special use parks. The future percentage
of population being serviced by these facilities was
evaluated using actual walking, driving, or biking dis-
tances utilizing the existing network routes that lead
to park and recreation facilities (see Figure 3-3 and
Figure 3-4). This analysis indicates those neighbor-
hoods that might be currently adequately serviced
by parks and other recreation facilities, but that may
experience future deficiencies based on the expect-
ed population growth. Additionally, the existing park
amenities are analyzed based on a ratio of amenity
per future population. Given the current population

TABLE 5-7: Park Need Input

Park Acres Needed

Distance from
Park

Population Density

growth trends and the location of existing facilities,
about 42 percent of residents will be served by the
15-minute walkshed for the neighborhood parks and
50 percent of the community will be served by the
5-minute driveshed for parks, community centers,
special use parks, and regional parks (see Table 5-5).

Park Needs
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5.5 FUTURE OPPORTUNITIES AND
PARK INFILL

In order to maintain park equity throughout Monte-
bello and close geographic LOS gaps, parks with new
facilities should be added in these areas when possi-
ble. The City should ensure that new developments
build parks to cover their share of park requirements.
Where areas are park or facility deficient, staff should
require new development to construct parks rath-
er than accept the in-lieu fees so that the deficient
resource can be made available to the future popu-
lation, within a reasonable distance. However, given
the likely TOD development trends for Montebello, in-
lieu fees may be appropriate in instances where op-
portunity infill areas are not possible. In which case,
if amenity deficiencies occur within the proposed
development’s park service area, in-lieu fees may be
considered to help pay for enhancements of exist-
ing park features, adding new park amenities, and to
help mitigate the amenity LOS as deemed necessary.
The potential properties for future park sites is very
preliminary and is not necessarily a recommendation,
just an opportunity to explore. Their presence here
does not obligate the City to implement or for the cur- Infill area B
rent owner to sell.
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5.5.1 MONTEBELLO HILLS

The Montebello Hills Specific Plan Area (Montebel-
lo Hills) is a planned infill residential development on
approximately 488 acres. The site is on the northern
end of the City south of Montebello Boulevard and
southwest of San Gabriel Boulevard. The area is
bounded on the south and west by existing residen-
tial houses and to the north by the Shoppes at Mon-
tebello which is a regional shopping mall. The area is
currently utilized as an oil field known as the Monte-
bello Oil Field which has been producing oil and gas
for over 100 years, dating back to its origin in 1917.
Once fully developed, Montebello Hills is planned to
add a variety of housing types.

Montebello Hills is slated to provide approximate-
ly 314 gross acres for open space; however, open
space areas are restricted in use by existing oil oper-
ations, existing utility infrastructure, and other uses.
Furthermore, open space areas may be further lim-
ited due to sensitive species that were found in the
area such as the California gnatcatcher. To help keep
these areas functional, Montebello Hills will provide a
multi-use trail which is planned to extend through the
Specific Plan area across portions of the open space
and residential areas. Due to the informal trail desig-
nation from the undeveloped area, this formal mul-
ti-use trail will add to the overall City’s trails and open
space count. Additionally, a scenic promenade will be
planned as part of the trail network providing public
viewing areas across the Los Angeles basin.

Montebello Hills
(o]

(¢)
O
O

View of Montebello Hills area

Diagram of Montebello Hills

On the north side of the development, a public park
is proposed as a part of the plan. This park is ap-
proximately 3.14 acres and will help offset the park
demand at 4 acres per thousand. The park may also
provide some additional recreational amenities which
are not currently designed.

The Shops at Montebello
(o]
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O
O



5.5.2 GOLF COURSE

The existing Montebello Golf Course is in a prime
location with great views, connections to freeways,
and public transportation, and is the largest facility
within the Park and Recreation and City ownership at
120 acres. Although the Golf Course offers a unique
golfing experience in an urban area and provides a
golfing recreation to the residents of Montebello,
portions of the site may be explored for potential re-
use. Studies show that user demand for golfing as a
recreational trend is declining in Southern California
and throughout the United States. The lack of over-
all recreational equity is also a challenge as golfing
is typically done by specific user groups and not en-
joyed by portions of the broader population. Further,
the overall costs for water and maintenance of these
facilities are also increasing regionally, making golf
facilities costly and difficult to maintain at an afforda-
ble rate. Other catalysts for growth in this area such
as planned transportation hubs and TOD may also
increase the need for broader recreational uses and
facilities in the future as population density intensifies
in the area.

Considering all these factors, the Golf Course may of-
fer some opportunities as a portion of the site could be
studied for reuse. Reuse may also fulfill a larger com-
munity need and can help offset costs and offer a com-
munity focused asset that offers a mix of recreational
amenities. In general, recreational and community uses
should be considered.

View of golf course area

Diagram of golf course
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5.5.3 SCHOOLS

As mentioned in Chapter 3, the Montebello Unified
School District operates eleven schools and over 100
facilities. Seeing how schools are closed for a por-
tion of the year, JUA’s are recommended for sharing
the use of these facilities with the public. It is recom-
mended that the schools and the City establish a JUA
to take pressure off the facility deficit the City faces
with the rise in population. To see a list of all facilities
the schools have to offer, refer to Table 3-4 in Chap-
ter 3. Each school has facilities that create the oppor-
tunity for a JUA and represent how the community
can be brought together through the use open space.

Although each individual school provides its own op-
portunity to public use, Montebello High School and
La Merced Intermediate and Elementary School offer
unique opportunities:

Montebello High School (28.2 acres)

Montebello High School offers a unique opportunity
for a JUA with the City of Montebello because its site
is being redone. Through this remodeling process, the
school presents the opportunity to consider the reuse
of spaces and JUA in its design (Label A on Figure
shows the location of the school within the city).

La Merced Intermediate and Elementary
School (27.2 combined acres)

As seen in the lower right picture, La Merced Inter-
mediate and Elementary School has a large, underuti-
lized portion of land on its property. This open space
provides the opportunity for a large JUA park (Label B
on Figure 5-7 shows the location of the school within
the city).

B - La Merced Intermediate & Elementary School
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5.5.4 LINEAR AREAS AND CORRIDORS

THROUGHOUT CITY

Linear parks and green corridors provide a connection of
the existing open spaces and parks throughout the City
of Montebello. The corridors shown in Figure 5-8, can inb
corporate greenery through streetscaping or linear parks.

» Streetscaping provides greenery through visual el-
ements along street such as street furniture, trees,

and pocket parks.

» Alinear park is an urban park that is different than
a typical perception of a park because it is con-
siderably longer than it is wide. Linear parks also
allow for aging infrastructure to be revamped into

public green spaces.

These additional green spaces allow for increased con-
nectivity to the parks throughout Montebello by closing
the gaps where the city currently has a park deficit. By
closing those gaps, it will allow all residents access to
open space and connect them to the parks throughout
the City. Connectivity through these corridors is also in-
creased through the existing and proposed bikeways as

seen in Figure 5-8.

e - z L)
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Intersection at Beverly Blvd. and Maple Ave. facing west
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5.5.5 RIO HONDO AREA AND ADJACENT
LAND

The Rio Hondo area provides a great opportunity
for the City. Located on the east side, the Rio Hondo
stretches north to south and encompasses much of
the eastern portion of the City. Portions of the Rio
Hondo's banks are used for the Rio Hondo trail, how-
ever, much of the basins and open space that are re-
lated to the County Flood Land is underutilized and
empty. These areas present opportunities for passive
recreation as they are empty most of the year which
could be assets to the surrounding communities.

The spaces within the City’s boundary account for
approximately 100 acres of land. A portion of this
land may be sloped, walkways, and infrastructural
elements but around 50% of this land could serve as
public open space. Further use agreements with the
County should be explored, and safety precautions
should be considered, but the site offers great oppor-
tunities to mitigate park demand in some of the most
stressed areas of the City. Furthermore, the Rio Hon-
do has great connections to the Whittier Narrows
park that is northeast of the City and it has connec-
tions to parks and open spaces along the Rio Hon-
do such as Grant Rea, Reggie Rodriguez, and Chet
Holifield parks.

The area also has major open space on the east side
of the river along Washington Street. Although this
land is located within the adjacent Pico Rivera City
boundaries, if these spaces could be converted to
passive open space or rectangular field uses for soc-
cer, lacrosse, football, or other informal uses, much of
the future demand for these facilities could be miti-
gated in this area as it falls within the sphere of influ-
ence of the Master Plan area.

Diagram of Rio Hondo area

DePaul Center

The DePaul Center provides unique opportunity for
park infill as it lays adjacent to the Rio Hondo River.
As it currently stands, the Center closed December
18, 2020 and is now categorized as vacant land. Oc-
cupying 12 acres of land, this site provides the oppor-
tunity to place additional parkland in the City.

Treasure Island Linear Park in the neighboring city of Downey



Flood Control Basin

Rio Hondo ara and djacentrland
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Bridge from Grant Rea Park to Rio Hondo Trail

Rio Hondo River trailhead sign
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5.6 POTENTIAL INFILL
OPPORTUNITIES PER PARK

Within the existing Montebello parks, there are areas
where opportunities for additional amenities could be
placed. These opportunity areas were identified by look-
ing at underutilized spaces in each park. Amenities were
then identified that could be placed in these areas based
on square footage of the opportunity site and the square
footage of the amenity. This section will go over the ad-
ditional amenities available in each park. By infilling the
opportunity areas within each park with amenities that
Montebello will be deficient in with it's growing pop-
ulation (see Table 5-4), the pressure of providing these
amenities can be alleviated. Each park has an amenities
table associated with the opportunity areas displayed
on the accompanying park map. For an introduction and
overview of the existing conditions of each park, please
refer to section 3.7 in Chapter 3 of this document.

5.6.1 ACUNA PARK

Acuna Park is located on the north side of Montebello, off
of Lincoln Avenue. Due to its location near catalytic sites,
this park area will see an approximate 15% increase in
population growth. Opportunity areas 1-4 are displayed
in Figure 5-9 with their associated amenities listed in the
table, along with a summary of each potential infill area:

Area 1: 5,128 square feet

Located on the northern section of the park and adja-
cent to the street, and picnic tables.

Area 2: 32,630 square feet

Located on the west/center of the park, and adjacent
to the existing playground area, picnic area, and Mon-
tebello Parks and Rec Building.

Area 3: 5,164 square feet

Located on the eastern section of the park and adja-
cent to the surrounding neighborhood.

Area 4: 4,155 square feet

Located on the south east section of the park and ad-
jacent to the surrounding neighborhood and street
parking.

FIGURE 5-9: Opportunity Areas - Acuna Park

TABLE 5-8: Acuna Park Opportunity Areas ACHREIEANS

Traditional Recreation Facilities for Infill

5,128 | 32,630 5,164 4,155
Typical SF 4

Basketball Court (92'x50') 4,700 .
Bocce Ball/Shuffleboard 5,000-10,000 . . .
Court/Rink Sports (70x120) 2,000-5,000 .
Dog Park 10,000-75,000 .
Outdoor Gym and Exterior Exercise Areas 5,000-20,000 . . .
Pickleball 2,500-3,500 . . .
Picnic Areas 500-1,500 . . . .
Playgrounds 4,000-6,000 . . . .
Soccer Field 4,000-75,000

Sml Soccer Field (6U & 8U) 4,050-11,250 .
Volleyball (70'x40') 4,000-16,000 . .
Non-Traditional Recreation Facilities for Infill
Adventure Playgrounds 4,000-6,000 . . . .
Community Garden 2,000-40,000 . . . .
Pump Track/Bike Skills Course 10,000-20,000 .
Rope/Adventure/Skills Course 5,000-50,000 . 3
Skate Spot 4,000-10,000 . o .




5.6.2 ASHIYA PARK

Ashiya Park is located on the westernmost side of
Montebello, off of Beverly Boulevard. With the in-
crease in population of Montebello, the area surround-
ing Ashiya Park will see an approximate 2% growth.
Opportunity areas 1-3 are displayed in Figure 5-10
with their associated amenities listed in the table,
along with a summary of each potential infill area:

B %
o

FIGURE 5-10: Opportunity Areas - Ashiya Park

Traditional Recreation Facilities for Infill

TABLE 5-9: Ashiya Park Opportunity Areas

Area 1: 2,770 square feet

Located on the northeast section of the park and ad-
jacent to the existing picnic area.

Area 2: 6,951 square feet

Located on the west/center of the park and adjacent
to the existing basketball court and pathways.

Area 3: 2,335 square feet

Located on the southwestern corner of the park and
adjacent to picnic tables and the existing playground.

Area 4: 16,870 square feet

Located centrally in the park and across from the ex-
isting basketball court.

Area 5: 25,199 square feet

Located on the northeast corner of the park and ad-
jacent to picnic tables and the existing playground.

Ashiya Park
2,770 | 6,951 | 2,335 | 16,870
Typical SF 1 2 3 4

25,199

Basketball Court (92'x50') 4,700 . .
Bocce Ball/Shuffleboard 5,000-10,000 .
Dog Park 10,000-75,000 .
Outdoor Gym and Exterior Exercise Areas 5,000-20,000 .
Pickleball 2,500-3,500 .
Picnic Areas 500-1,500 ° o o
Playgrounds 4,000-6,000 o
Soccer Field 4,000-75,000

Sml Soccer Field (6U & 8U) 4,050-11,250 . .
Tennis (60'x120') 7,200-28,000 D D
Volleyball (70'x40") 4,000-16,000 . . .
Non-Traditional Recreation Facilities for Infill
Adventure Playgrounds 4,000-6,000 3
Community Garden 2,000-40,000 . . .
Rope/Adventure/Skills Course 5,000-50,000 D
Skate Spot 4,000-10,000 .
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5.6.3 BICKNELL PARK

Bicknell Park is located on the northwest portion of
Montebello, within the Montebello Golf Course. With
the increase in population of Montebello, the area sur-
rounding Ashiya Park will see an approximate 2%
growth. Opportunity areas 1-3 are displayed in Figure
5-11 with their associated amenities listed in the tae
ble, along with a summary of each potential infill area:

Area 1: 1,648 square feet

Located in the south-west area of the park, but the
northernmost of the three opportunity areas and ad-
jacent to the parking lot.

Area 2: 1,112 square feet

Located in the south-west area of the park, in the
center of the three opportunity areas, and adjacent to
the existing walkway.

Area 3: 3,241 square feet

Located in the south-west area of the park, but the
southernmost of the three opportunity areas and ad-
jacent to the parking lot and walkway.

- REL IR

FIGURE 5-11: Opportunity Areas - Bicknell Park

TABLE 5-10: Bicknell Park Opportunity Areas

Traditional Recreation Facilities for Infill
Bocce Ball/Shuffleboard

1,112 | 3,241
Typical SF 2 3
5,000-10,000 o

Picnic Areas

Community Garden

Non-Traditional Recreation Facilities for Infill

500-1,500 o o o

2,000-40,000 .

Skate Spot

4,000-10,000 .




5.6.4 CHET HOLIFIELD PARK Area 5: 1,515 square feet

Chet Holifield Park is located on the south side of
Montebello, off of Greenwood Avenue. Due to its lo-
cation within the city, this park will see an approxi-

Located on the north/center section of the park and be-
tween the two existing playgrounds and picnic tables.

mate 8% increase in population growth. Opportuni- Area 6: 1,435 square feet

ty areas 1-6 are displayed in Figure 5-12 with their

associated amenities listed in the table, along with a Located in the northeast section of the park and adja-
summary of each potential infill area: cent to the group picnic area and playground.

Area 1: 5,628 square feet

Located on the southwest section of the park and ad-
jacent to the street and baseball field.

Area 2: 3,000 square feet

Located in the southeast area of the park and adja-
cent to the baseball field and housing.

Area 3: 9,740 square feet

Located on the northernmost section of the park and
adjacent to parking and the Park Ranger & Scout House

Area 4: 1,907 square feet

Located on the northern section of the park and adjacent to
the existing playground, picnic tables and group picnic area.

L S\ . "% '.__ B Y
FIGURE 5-12: Opportunity Areas - Chet Holifield Park

TABLE 5-11: Chet Holifield Park Opportunity Areas

Traditional Recreation Facilities for Infill

5,628 | 3,000

2

9,740 | 1,907

4

1,515
5

1,435
6

Typical SF

Bocce Ball/Shuffleboard 5,000-10,000 o o
Outdoor Gym and Exterior Exercise Areas 5,000-20,000 . .
Pickleball 2,500-3,500 . .
Picnic Areas 500-1,500 . . . . . .
Playgrounds 4,000-6,000 o .
Soccer Field 4,000-75,000

Sml Soccer Field (6U & 8U) 4,050-11,250 .
Volleyball (70'x40") 4,000-16,000 .
Non-Traditional Recreation Facilities for Infill
Adventure Playgrounds 4,000-6,000 o .
Community Garden 2,000-40,000 . . .
Rope/Adventure/Skills Course 5,000-50,000 . .
Skate Spot 4,000-10,000 . .
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5.6.5 DUTCHER TOT LOT

Dutcher Tot Lot is located within the Montebello Golf
Course in the southern portion of Montebello. With
the increase in population of Montebello, the area
surrounding Dutcher Tot Lot will see an approximate
2% growth. It is important to note that this site is
currently overgrown with no amenities present, so
the opportunity area will cover the entire site. As its
name suggests, this open space could provide a small
playground area with seating. Opportunity area 1 is
displayed in Figure 5-13 with its associated amenik
ties listed in the table, along with a summary of each

potential infill area:

Area 1: 1,705 square feet

Covers the entire site which is located off North Garfield
Avenue and adjacent to the Montebello Golf Course.

FIGURE 5-13: Opportunity reas - Dutcher Tt Lot

Dutcher

TABLE 5-12: Dutcher Dot Lot Opportunity Areas Tot Lot

1,705

Traditional Recreation Facilities for Infill Typical SF
Picnic Areas 500-1,500 °
Playgrounds 4,000-6,000 o
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5.6.6 POTRERO HEIGHTS PARK Area 1: 1,675 square feet

Potrero Heights Park is located in the northmost sec-
tion of Montebello off of West Arroyo Drive. With the
increase in population of Montebello, the area sur-
rounding Potrero Park will see an approximate 2%
growth. Opportunity areas 1 and 2 are displayed in
Figure 5-14 with their associated amenities listed in
the table, along with a summary of each potential in-
fill area:

Located in the west area of the park and adjacent
to the Potrero Heights Park Community and Senior
Center and pathways.
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FIGURE 5-14: Opportunity Areas - Potrero Park

Potrero
Heights

TABLE 5-13: Potrero Park Opportunity Areas Park
1,675

Traditional Recreation Facilities for Infill Typical SF
Bocce Ball/Shuffleboard 5,000-10,000 J
Picnic Areas 500-1,500 °
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5.6.7 NORTHRIDGE MINI PARK Area 1: 3,079 square feet

Northridge Mini Park is located in the northern-most
portion of Montebello. With the increase in popula-
tion of Montebello, the area surrounding Northridge

Located on the southern-most section of the park and
adjacent to Arroyo Drive.

Mini Park will see an approximate 2% growth. Op- Area 2: 1,392 square feet

portunity area 1 is displayed in Figure 5-15 with its

associated amenities listed in the table, along with a Located on the eastern corner of the park and adja-
summary of each potential infill area: cent to the existing picnic area.
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FIGURE 5-15: Opportunity Areas - Northridge Mini Park

Northridge Mini
TABLE 5-14: Northridge Mini Park Opportunity Areas Park
3,079 1,392

Traditional Recreation Facilities for Infill Typical SF 1 2
Bocce Ball/Shuffleboard 5,000-10,000 o

Picnic Areas 500-1,500 ° °
Playgrounds 4,000-6,000 °

Non-Traditional Recreation Facilities for Infill

Community Garden 2,000-40,000 ° °
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5.6.8 SANCHEZ ADOBE PARK Area 1: 6,625 square feet

Sanchez Adobe Park is located in the northeast por-
tion of Montebello. With the increase in population
of Montebello, the area surrounding Sanchez Adobe
Park will see an approximate 2% growth. Opportuni-
ty area 1 is displayed in Figure 5-16 with its associata
ed amenities listed in the table, along with a summary
of each potential infill area:

Located on the northeast section of the park and adja-
cent to North Adobe Avenue and neighboring houses.

- . [ £ - = e

FIGURE 5-16: Opportunity Areas - Sanchez Adobe Park

L

TABLE 5-15: Sanchez Adobe Park Opportunity Areas

6,625

Traditional Recreation Facilities for Infill Typical SF

Outdoor Gym and Exterior Exercise Areas 5,000-20,000 o
Picnic Areas 500-1,500 °
Adventure Playgrounds 4,000-6,000 °
Community Garden 2,000-40,000 °
Rope/Adventure/Skills Course 5,000-50,000 o
Skate Spot 4,000-10,000 °
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6.1 GENERAL RECOMMENDATIONS

These recommendations were derived from commu-
nity input including stakeholder interviews, commu-
nity workshops, intercept surveys, statistically valid
surveys, pop-up outreach, and staff interviews. The
recommendations were also informed by the level of
service (LOS) analysis, geographic distribution analy-
sis, and funding considerations.

The following discussion describes ways to increase
LOS, distribution, and the quality of the parks and rec-
reation system. This is accomplished through adding
and enhancing amenities, as well as a commitment to
partner with schools to lower the deficiencies and ge-

ographic distribution of neighborhood and communi-
ty parks. The affordability of services and programs,
upgrading programs and service delivery, improving
organizational efficiencies, and augmenting financial
opportunities will expand and improve efficiencies of
the parks system.

The general recommendations are described further
in Appendix Il.

The following seven strategies will help to improve
the quantity and quality of the existing park system.

PROPOSED STRATEGIES TO IMPROVE THE PARK SYSTEM:

1. PLACEMAKING

2. LINEAR PARKS & URBAN SPACES

4. FACILITIES & AMENITIES

é{ 3. TECHNOLOGY

L}

e

@
@ 5. FINANCIAL
&
O

ﬁ 6. PROGRAMS & SERVICES

7. ADMINISTRATIVE

128



129

STRATEGY 1

PLACEMAKING

Placemaking helps to serve in the identity of public spaces and the broader community. It seeks to capitalize on
the community’s character and help to further define a place. Placemaking is both a process and a philosophy that
is rooted in the use of urban design and psychology. For example, when one thinks of the streets of New Orleans,
what comes to mind? Perhaps an image of balconies that hug cobble-lined streets. Or maybe the iconic images
of brick and ivy or the elegant design motifs of Spanish and French architecture. These are the traits that make a
place iconic and serve in the broader identity that a space, community, or city has.

Placemaking can be achieved in various ways. However, it is typically derived from the history, culture, and her-
itage of a place. It's further enhanced by art, architecture, vegetation, scale, and other design characteristics. As
such, itis something that can be developed and/or enhanced. It's typically further strengthened by the interaction
of people in a space, especially in an urban setting. Here are specific objectives and actions to enhance the place-
making of Montebello:

Rendering o‘f.Reggie Rodriguez Potential Improvements



6.2.1 INCLUDE PUBLIC ART

Public Art includes the addition of
sculptures, murals, and other in-
teractive art pieces throughout the
City. These encourage a sense of
place and a desirable location for
users of the space.

Public art

6.2.2 ENCOURAGE SOCIAL INTERACTION

Provide places in parks and
throughout Montebello like
public plazas or other gath-
ering spaces encourage so-
cial interaction with mem-
bers of the community.

CHAPTER 6 RECOMMENDATIONS

» Establish a public arts commission.
» Encourage public art that's representative of
the community.

» Allocate areas within Montebello Parks for
art opportunities.

v
M

Incorporate public plazas and gathering areas
within the public realm.

> Provide areas for family gatherings and events.

» Establish programmed activities that encourage
social interaction (i.e., movies in the park, holiday
events, etc.).

v

Movie in the park night
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CITY OF MONTEBELLO PARKS MASTER PLAN

6.2.3 INCREASE IDENTITY

The identity of a place is de-
fined by it's history and cul-
ture. Incorporating elements of
the City’s history into the parks
system increases the identity
of Montebello.

-'j;l;ll:IHlu..“.;‘
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Entry monument in the City of Santa Monica

6.2.4 ENHANCE CHARACTER

C m ity gard

The character of a place refers to
the geographic characteristics of a
place. This can include establish-
ing a theme in each park to create
a cohesive element throughout
the City.

»

»

»

»

»

|dentify and bring out the history of the site and City.

Look for identifiable elements within each park
and celebrate them.

Incorporate entry monuments or gateways into
parks to aid in park identity.

Include informational signage that identifies the
character of the park.

Establish a character of the City that’s incorporat-
ed into each park.

Work off of City theme but have a park character
that’s unique for each.

Integrate park theme and character into site fea-
tures and buildings.

Ensure everything is set in context.

Look to surrounding context and integrate into
character of the park.

éright ﬂowerbes



Montebello residents
say...

“Add more trails

and walking ar-

eas in or outside
of parks”

“Make parks
a hub of a
neighborhood”

“Increase use of
parks resulting
from increased
programs and
activities”

“An increase in ser-
vices on the south
side of the City to

create equitable en-

gagement between
North and South
Montebello”

... about Placemaking




STRATEGY 2

LINEAR PARKS &
- URBAN SPACES

Linear parks and urban spaces have a tremendous contribution to a city’s park system when combined with tradi-
tional neighborhood, community and regional park typologies. Linear corridors can connect the various park com-
ponents of a city to each other and into the neighborhoods and community’s that they serve. Additionally, linear
connections can serve as recreational elements. Features and amenities can be intertwined into a linear park and
become experiences that thrive off the activity of the linear park. For example, fitness nodes can be used along a
walking/jogging trail or educational signage or entry node areas can be included to enhance the linear path.

Linear parks also have the ability to serve as green networks within a city or community as well. They can help
to enhance the urban greening aspects of a corridor by introducing life such as birds, pollinators, and other fauna
within an urbanized area. There are various studies that show the benefits of having trees within urban areas
and linear green corridors. They function as recreational spaces and they extend to where people are considering
roadways typically wind throughout our neighborhoods and cities whereas parks tend to be more nodal experi-
ences. Furthermore, these corridors can help with the carbon sequestration and help cleanse the air of our urban
areas. Here are specific objectives and actions to enhance the linear parks and urban spaces of Montebello:
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6.3.2 CREATE A UNIQUE LINEAR TRAIL AT THE RIO HONDO

The open space surround- » Expand the Rio Hondo trail system.
® ing the Rio Honc'zlo offers a » Incorporate trails within the northern hills in Mon-
unique opportunity for rec- tebello and in new development areas.
reational trails. L
, » Include an urban trails signage program that con-

nects corridors and trails within the City to other
regional trails.

» Develop a Rio Hondo Specific Park Plan to further
study the corridor and prioritize improvements.

TS

Rendering of potential park space surrounding the Rio Hondo, for illustrative purposes only

6.3.3 ESTABLISH MAJOR “GREEN CORRIDORS” WITHIN THE CITY

» Look into enhancing Whittier Blvd., Olympic Blvd.,
Through the addition of line- Beverly Blvd., Greenwood / Montebello Blvd. with

ar parks, connections between street trees, planting, and linear park amenities.
each park in Montebello could

be made creating a “green corri-
dor” throughout the City.

.y
A

» Study each corridor to find areas of opportunities.

i
)

» Consider an urban greening project that specifical-
ly studies these corridors and others for linear park
/ green corridor opportunities.
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CITY OF MONTEBELLO PARKS MASTER PLAN

6.3.4 CONNECT TO URBAN TRAILS OUTSIDE OF THE CITY

_ » . » Look into the connection along Rio Hondo that can
Surrounding cities also provide connect green space in Pico Rivera and South El Monte.
parks and recreation opportuni-

: ) » Research existing trail networks in and around
ties to the residents of Monte-

Montebello to establish potential connection points.

bello and by incorporating a trails
system into the City, increased
connections can be made.

» Develop a Specific Plan with surrounding cities to
further study trail connections.

W T -

Whittier Narrows Source: Don Bartletti / Los Angeles Times

6.3.5 PROVIDE WALKABLE AND BIKE FRIENDLY NETWORKS THROUGHOUT THE CITY

» Provide more bike lanes to parks.
By providing more path connec- » Provide more walking trails leading to parks.

ti th hout the Cit
rfsr;SentrsOl\j\?illobue enioulr;/’ g(]jo,zg » Enhance Whittier Blvd., Olympic Blvd., Beverly
9 Blvd., Greenwood / Montebello Blvd. with street

use them for walking and bik- ¢ lanti dli K it
ing to parks for both transpor- rees, planting, and linear park amenities.

tation and recreational exercise. » Develop an Active Transportation Plan to improve
This lessens parking demand at bike and pedestrian facilities, safety, and connectivity.
parks as well. » Encourage smart growth in areas that have ade-

quate parks. If inadequate parks, encourage parks
to be built by the smart growth.

B

3D model of protected bike lanes



Montebello residents
say...

“Add more lin-
ear parks that
“Overall condition/ include natural
maintenance of areas with path”
location”

“Encourage ac- “Walking is a major

tive lifestyles and activity, but safety
promote health, IS a concern ”
wellness, and
fitness”

“More trails and
walking pathways are
desired. Walking is a
major activity that resi-
dents participate in”

“Ensure parks and recrea-
tion opportunities are ac-
cessible to all residents
(including safe walkable
routes, trail connections, and
transportation options)”

... about Linear Parks &
Urban Spaces
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CITY OF MONTEBELLO PARKS MASTER PLAN

Technology is integral to in our day to day lives. It is hard to go into a public space and not see several individu-
als engaging on their smart device. However, in many cases the systems that are in place in our municipalities
may not take advantage of the various technological improvements that we have seen over the last decade. This
technology has revolutionized how we access, distribute, and convey data. It has also set the standards high in
terms of how the public expects information to be delivered. For parks, technology could be leveraged to allow
for communication to the community by social media or a reservation system for recreation fields. It can also be
used to help understand how users perceive or use a space, and better inform agencies on what items should be
addressed or where maintenance is needed.

Other technologies have further revolutionized how we operate on a daily basis. Geographic Information Systems
(GIS) allow cities and agencies to store information in a geographic database, allowing for assets to be better
recorded and distributed. Asset management systems take this one step further by allowing geo-tagging while
also allowing for a user-friendly interface that is customized to the user. An example of this is an asset manage-
ment system for park facilities that provides the ease of running reports on life cycle conditions, annual budget
needs, and other critical data. Security systems allow for our spaces to be better monitored and allows for first
responders and citizen patrol groups to respond to situations. Here are specific objectives and actions that could
enhance how Montebello may leverage technology to support the park and recreational aspects of the City:

A goal for technology is to create collaborative online community events



Breakdown of GIS components to create a map

Source: GEOUniversity

6.4.2 INCREASE USAGE OF SECURITY SYSTEMS WITHIN THE PARK SYSTEM

Additional safety can be af-
forded with increased use
of security systems within
each park.

» Work on a technology plan to increase security cameras.

» Prioritize parks where safety concerns and issues
were mentioned.

» Increase presence of security officers in parks
of concern.

138



139

CITY OF MONTEBELLO PARKS MASTER PLAN

6.4.3 INCORPORATE A DIGITAL SCHEDULING AND FACILITY MANAGEMENT SUITE

Increased productivity, cleanli-
ness, and utilization of the city’s
park system could be seen with
an effective digital scheduling
and facility management suite.

T
N

=

Digital scheduling

»

»

»

Research and explore platforms.
Set up digital workflow.

Marketing and communications plan for customer/
resident use of system.

Virtual family' activity

6.4.4 INCLUDE VIRTUAL PROGRAMS, EVENTS, AND ACTIVITIES

Due to COVID-19 there is an in-
creased demand for virtual pro-
grams, events, and activities. Host-
ing virtual meetings will keep the
public engaged and excited for the
future of Montebello. Beyond the
pandemic, many have found virtual
options allow for greater participa-
tion, access, and convenience.

»

»

»

Research and explore platforms to host virtual events.
Establish working platform and share events
with community.

Work with existing community center classes to
incorporate virtual programming.



Residents say...

“Ineffective outreach
of information on

parks & recreation fa-
cilities, services, and
programs’

Tech Trends

1. Esports

“Esports have grown in popularity as the pan-
demic has curtailed youth team sports activities.”

Source: NRPA

“In 2021, dozens of park and recreation agen-
cies will begin to stream live youth sports
events. Parents and families can drop off their
kids and watch from the parking lot, fully main-
taining a physical distance, but being able to
honk at will when a goal is scored.”

“Some youth sports
providers must work
around Department
organized activities.
Scheduling of sports
fields is inefficient due
to the need for an au-
tomated reservation
system”

... about Technology

2. Smart Parks

“A Smart Park goes far beyond just giving con-
nected generations what they want. By creating
Smart Parks, park directors can begin to har-
ness the energy of people and groups who over
the years may have become disconnected from
public spaces and the outdoors.”

Source: NRPA
Smart Park Strategies:

» Add Park Wi-Fi;
» Include Smart Furniture;
» Consider Interactive ‘Smart Phone’ Signs.
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STRATEGY 4

FACILITIES &
AMENITIES

The facilities and amenities of a park system are the spaces and supporting equipment that users engage with.
These are not only the parks and open spaces, but the features that reside within them. This includes the large
recreational fields, sports courts or other facilities that one thinks of when the phrase ‘recreational facilities’ is
used. However, this doesn’t only include these recreational elements but also the elements with them such as
park benches, picnic shelters, trash cans, or other furnishings that users engage with on a small scale. Further-
more, it may include the infrastructural elements of a park system such as the irrigation, lighting systems, and
other key utilities to maintain a functional park.

As the City seeks ways to enhance the facilities and amenities, these scales are imperative as every aspect plays
a role in how the overall park system functions. Furthermore, these require close understanding of these systems
and monitoring so that they do not fall into disrepair. The active maintenance, management, and repair of these
systems is critical for the City considering the growing demand of the park network and lack of additional space
to augment parkland. As such, this strategy seeks to find objectives and actions to help with these facilities and
amenities. This includes the following seven recommendations:




6.5.2 INCLUDE NEW POCKET PARKS AND MINI PARKS

Pocket parks and mini parks » Study unused lots to find areas for new pocket
are a great way to provide parks and mini parks.
accessiple park space to » Look atincluding pocket parks and mini parks spe-
— the public. These park types cifically in park poor areas.
™7 allow for parks on smal| or » Upgrade the existing pocket parks at Dutcher Tot

irregular pieces of land.

Lot and Northridge Mini Park.

3D model of pocket park Source: Petersen Studio - Streetlights Makers Quarter

6.5.3 ADDRESS DEFERRED MAINTENANCE THROUGHOUT THE CITY

» Utilize the AssetCalc list of deferred maintenance
items to prioritize which items need immediate repair.

Address the deferred main-
tenance to ensure that all
parks have safe and functional » Evaluate the list annually to create priorities to be
amenities. addressed.

» Consider outsourcing service repairs as needed to
meet the demand for deferred maintenance.

Existing basketball court at Montebello park Existing restroom facility at Montebello park
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6.5.5 EXPLORE ADDING INDOOR FACILITIES, REC, TEEN, AND SENIOR CENTERS

I

Having additional public indoor
facilities for teens and seniors
can foster a larger sense of com-
munity in Montebello.

» Find underutilized areas within the key growth ar-
eas of the City for additional indoor facilities, rec,
teen and senior centers.

» Look at adding a recreation facility on the western
edge of town.

Portero Heights Community Center
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6.5.6 DEVELOP FLEXIBLE USE AREAS

A flexible use area will allow for » Look at creating a multi-use field at Reggie Rodriguez.
certain spaces in Montebello to
be used for multiple events and
activities like sports and event.

» Look at creating a multi-use field at Grant Rea.
» Look at other areas for multi use fields.

@
Multi-use field




Montebello residents

say... “Cre.ate eco-.
nomic benefit
through attrac-
tion of business-
es and enhanced
property values”

“Increase use of
parks resulting
from adding infill
amenities to exist-
ing parks”

“A new gymna-
sium at Chet Ho-
lifield Park and

upgrades to the “Expand current
aquatic facility park amenities
are desired” and activities”

“Build new parks
in areas of new
growth to address
inequities in park ac-
cess to different areas
of the city”

“Programs of-
fered in neigh-
borhoods should
be a priority”



“Play equipment
renovations are de- “Lighting would
sired due to deferred really help make
maintenance and ADA the parks feel saf-
concerns” er and encourage
positive park use
during the evening”

“Converting un-
derused tennis courts
to futsal and pickleball “Outdoor exer-

are desired” cise equipment
in the parks is

needed ”

“Upgrade and
retrofit exist-
ing facilities
“Attention to de- throughout the
ferred maintenance, city”
repairs, and renova-
tions are needed in
the parks”

“Keeping the fields

enclosed and more

bleachers would be
some ideal priorities”

“Add more tradi-

tional neighbor-

hood or commu-
nity park”

. about Facilities & Amenities
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STRATEGY 5

FINANCIAL

One of the key components of a successful parks and recreation system is the financial resources dedicated to
it. These financial elements of a park and recreation system work best when they are healthy and well balanced.
Various items must be analysed to understand the vast nature of a financial system. This not only includes a com-
prehensive understanding of how the park and recreation system runs on a daily basis, but how the city at large
operates. Furthermore, a general understanding of other financial externalities helps to complete the picture on
how the financial elements of the park system may be improved.

This analysis of the current health and operations of the financial system allows further recommendations on
areas of possible savings and where funding may need to be increased. Savings may explore efficiencies in pro-
grams or staffing. Furthermore, it may explore how various expenditures may be reduced to limit the financial
burden of a department. Recommendations may also seek to further balance the financials and may also inform
where areas of underfunding may be. For example, if a program is not receiving the proper funds to operate, a
recommendation may be increase funding for that program to allow it to be supported correctly. The same applies
for staffing or for the various facilities and amenities within a department. This may also include exploration of
various grants, sponsorships, or charitable opportunities to further leverage funding sources that may help with
the financial balance of the park and recreation system. Here are specific objectives and actions to enhance the
financial health of Montebello’s park and recreation systems:
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6.6.2 EXPLORE ADDITIONAL FUNDING OPTIONS

»

»

»

Find additional ways that the
City can gain financial supportto
help the city grow and flourish.

=

Consider potential funding mechanisms to support
and pay for operations and maintenance of parks and
facilities.

Consider the potential support for bond referendum
to fund multiple/capital projects.

Consider internal budget and opportunities to ask/
seek additional funding to support improvements in
the maintenance and care of City parks and facilities
to improve the standard throughout the community.

Community center event

»

»

»

»

»

»

»

»

Evaluate the non-resident fee structure and consid-
er adjusting fees to ensure non-residents are paying
the entire cost of programs, rentals, and activities they
participate in.

Reevaluate current contracts with partners and
seek out new and creative public/private partner-
ships as a means to enhance the variety of recre-
ational amenities available to the community. Con-
sider opportunities with developers to incorporate
needed enhancements through new development
and recreational attraction.

Explore opportunities to increase cost recovery at the
Montebello Golf Course. Evaluate current fee struc-
ture, ongoing expenses, and options for new revenue
streams.

Continue to seek alternative funding source thatincludes
donations, grants, and others forms of sponsorship.

Communication with current sponsors and donors
should be conducted on a regular basis to ensure their
continued positive relationships with the City.

The Department should use the results of the alter-
native funding exercise completed during the mas-
ter planning process as a guide for exploring new
funding opportunities.

Seek increased General Fund allocations to address
recommendations from the master plan.

Develop a nonprofit foundation for parks and rec-
reation to pursue grant opportunities and philan-
thropic donations.

6.6.3 EXPLORE OPPORTUNITIES TO INCREASE SPONSORSHIPS

Increasing sponsorships can cre-
ate exposure for participants in
Montebello and surrounding cities.

\

=~

»

»

»

»

Build on existing sponsorships as well as pursue lo-
cal entities to support events and a scholarship fund
within the foundation (Sample Sponsorship Policy
Staff Document).

Ensure all existing and future sponsorships are accu-
rately portrayed in a signed sponsorship agreement.

Create a friends’ groups for each neighborhood park
that hosts summer events and partner to recruit and
enter agreements with the local business community.

Establish media sponsors and multi-year agreements
as priority.

Go Green

Advertisement on bus stop shelter
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Montebello residents

say... “Only build new parks
if they are driven by
demand from new
development and
“Offer cultural that this development
events, festivals, pays for their fair
and activities to share”
reflect diversity and
inclusivity”

“Ensure facilities and
programs are af-
“Add more pock- fordable to all resi-
et parks/plazas dents of Montebello”
(less than Y2 acre”

“No formalized
sponsorship pro-
gram is in place”

“People from other cities
regularly participate
in Montebello Senior

Center programs”

“The Department s
known as the “yes” de-
partment, and works

hard to provide service i .
with limited staff " ... about Financial




STRATEGY 6

PROGRAMS &
SERVICES

A vital component to the overall health of a comprehensive parks and recreation system is the programs and
services that are offered. Programs and services cover a broad range of areas and community needs. This may
include daily programs such as youth camps, senior programs, or various recreational activities. However, this
may also include monthly, seasonal, or annual programs and services. An example of this may be a monthly com-
munity event or perhaps seasonal events such as a 5k run. Annual events are typically those that occur around
holidays such as a Thanksgiving run, or snow day in the park.

A thorough understanding of the current programs and services is needed to better recommend where additional
programs and services may be made, or where removal may help with other budgetary or staffing challenges.
Recommendations may also look into other services to better the health, safety, and wellness of a community.
This may include services that help minors stay active or ways to keep seniors engaged within the community.
These may also explore how diverse and equitable the programs are within the City and find ways to better dis-
tribute them. Here are specific objectives and actions to enhance the programs and services of Montebello’s park
and recreation systems:




6.7.2 EXPLORE MORE DIVERSE PROGRAMS

4By

M

»

»

»

Exploring more diverse pro-
grams that can every res-
ident in Montebello could
participate in.

Install outdoor fitness and exercise equipment in
programmable spaces in neighborhood parks.

Use contracted instructors to offer enhanced fit-
ness programming in parks across the City.

Increase and enhance programs for individuals
with disabilities. Consider programmatic ADA in-
clusion requirements.

Offer organized walking programs for seniors and
families in safe environments.

Pilates class

00—

6.7.3 ENHANCE SPECIAL EVENT
PROGRAMMING

Enhancing special event pro-
gramming will provide the city

with an efficient way to inform the

1] a _
oo o public about the events that occur
ooooo in Montebello.

»

»

»

»

Offer special events in each neighborhood that will
contribute to a sense of community and help make
parks the hub of each neighborhood.

Develop a special events advisory group for each
neighborhood to assist with planning special
events in parks.

Invest in a formal sponsorship program for events
and activities. At a minimum, develop a policy and
tools to assist staff with recruiting program sponsors.

Enhance and offer Spanish language programs,
cultural programs and outdoor movies in Spanish.

\J

&

= willl“Yoi
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6.7.5 INCLUDE EDUCATIONAL AND NATURE/ENVIRONMENTAL PROGRAMS

@ Educating the public through
| 4 nature/environmental programs
1 can increase the knowledge of
0o 0 residents and encourage them

A M. am. 1o use parks.

M

Establish walking programs that highlight nature
interpretation opportunities.

» Develop partnerships with environmental advo-
cacy groups to offer environmental education pro-
grams and camps.

» Establish community gardens in convenient locations
to promote gardening and local food production.

» Collaborate with schools and educators to create
outdoor “classroom” space in parks near schools.

Rain garden

6.7.6 CONTINUE TO MONITOR AFFORDABILITY OF PROGRAMS AND SERVICES

» Develop and enhance scholarship opportunities.

» Evaluate non-resident program participation to
ensure non-resident participants are paying ap-
propriate and equitable fees.

» Develop a resource allocation and cost recovery
policy to ensure equitable use of City resources
for recreation.

Monitoring the affordability or
programs and services to ensure
that the City can sustain the pro-
grams and services offered.
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6.7.8 CONTINUE TO EVALUATE THE QUALITY AND MIX OF PROGRAMS AND SERVICES

Introducing a variety of pro- » Develop and report a minimum of 5 performance
*grams and services to en- measures to evaluate quality of recreation pro-
hance the quality of residents grams and services.
experiences in Montebello is » Develop a consistent and equitable manner of
D highly valued. community member engagement to determine
recreation desires and needs.

» Ensure engagement processes include residents
who live in the south part of the City.

» Conduct an annual on-line survey to establish
trends in participant satisfaction.

» Expand patron evaluation process, emphasizing
aquatics, adult sports and youth sports to include
post program surveys and comment cards.

» Establish customer service response goals to en-
sure patrons receive timely responses to com-
plaints or suggestions.

» Implement California’s Concussion Management
in Youth Sports Act to comply with legal mandates.

6.7.9 COMMUNICATE RECREATION OPPORTUNITIES TO CITY RESIDENTS

h Keeping Montebello City resi- » Develop a marketing plan that includes outreach,

dents in the loop on recreation pricing, promotion, program mix and social media.

. . opportunities will help fos_ter_a » Publish a quarterly program guide to provide
- - greatgr sense of community in branding and program registration information.

“ the City. » Develop a social media plan that has both re-

sources and is aligned with current trends and
updated continually.

8 %@@ » |ncrease communication and coordination with

youth sports providers by creating a youth sports

AL advisory board.
888 DIGlT Emphasize use of the City’'s webpage to assist

patrons to remain up to date on recreation pro-
gram opportunities.

v
M

» Continue to use and enhance an equity lens when
marketing programs, with specific emphasis on
program promotion in the Spanish language.

Digital marketing concept
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Montebello residents
say...

“A joint use agree-
ment with the school
district may make
the partnership more
equitable for the De-
partment”

“Additional gener-
al marketing and
communication will
help the department
promote programs
and events”

“The department does
not have a schol-
arship program for
recreation programs
which limits access for
low income residents”

“Programs for

individuals with

disabilities are
needed”



“The George Hen-
sel Aquatic Center
should be open
year round”

“Expand sports
programs to include
football, soccer, and
baseball, additional
competitive sports
programs, and girls’
softball programs”

“Increased and

equitable civic

engagement in
needed”

“Special events such
as Snow Day, the City
Parade, outdoor movies,
and concerts are very
popular. Some success-
ful special events have
been discontinued ”

“The Department’s rec-
reation brochure was
just started last year.
The use of social me-
dia outlets to promote

programs is new to the
department and will
continue to improve”

... about Programs and Services
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STRATEGY 7

e ADMINISTRATIVE

Administrative elements of a park and recreation system are those that require city or community interaction and
facilitation. One way to think about the administrative items of a park and recreation system is the analogy of it as
a functioning company or business. With this analogy, the administrative items may include the various manage-
rial items that the owner, CEO, or COO may be involved in. For example, an administrative item may be how the
system operates current leases or agreements with other recreational providers or joint use agreements. Other
administrative items may include staffing levels within the park and recreation system or other partnerships, vol-
unteering, or management items.

An understanding of the administrative makeup allows for recommendations on these items to improve the day-
to-day operations and management of the park and recreation system. Recommendations may explore various
partnerships and agreements, or how to appropriately staff and maintain the park system. It may further examine
how communication with other city departments can be improved or how information is conveyed to the commu-
nity. It may include ways of how rentals, purchase agreements and other administrative items are executed as to
better suggest ways to operate or explore other actions to further enhance the park and recreation department.
Here are specific objectives and actions to enhance the administrative elements of Montebello’s park and recre-
ation systems:

1
I ! Park Needs Areas

TG 15 Minute Park Wilkshed

- 15 Minute School Walkshed

| Sechools
| TS
[ other Parks and Open Space

o 05 1
[ S—E



6.8.2 STAFF APPROPRIATELY TO MEET CURRENT DEMAND AND MAINTAIN
ESTABLISHED QUALITY SERVICE

Ensuring that there is an » Understand the need for additional manpower for
ﬁﬁﬁ adequate number of staff maintenance practices at additional parks or up-
personnel to meet the cur- graded facilities.
@ rent demands and main’Fe— » Research additional resources.
£ ] nance of pqus to establish » Create new maintenance positions within the
quality service.
Department.

Baseball sponsorships . . . Staff member
Source: Little League University

6.8.3 EXPLORE ADDITIONAL PARTNERSHIPS TO ASSIST WITH FUNDING,
VOLUNTEERING, AND MARKETING

Additional partnerships to as- » Develop relationships with local businesses, clubs,
sist with funding, volunteering, and organizations to seek funding, volunteers, and
and marketing will expand re- marketing support to expand programs and facilities.

sources the Montebello can use

in the future. » Find volunteers to help operate and run programs.

» Reevaluate current contacts with partners and
seek out new public/private partnerships to en-
hance amenities.

» |dentify partnerships with other organizations that
can provide additional programming space.
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6.8.5 IMPROVE INTERNAL AND EXTERNAL COMMUNICATION ABOUT DIVISION
ACTIVITIES, EVENTS, AND SERVICES

i3

U Improving internal and external

@ @ communications about division

'j activities, events, and services

(, to allow for increase involve-

® ® ment from Montebello residents.
—

» Utilize a number of marketing tools and strategies
to actively promote parks an recreation services.

» Increase social media presence, school flyers, and
hire teens or interns to assist with social media
marketing and promotions.

» Engage all segments of the community in the mar-
keting efforts.

Checking social media for updates on City projects
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Montebello residents
say...

“Focus on providing
family-oriented

“Provide a high level activities”

of safety and secu-
rity at facilities”

“Increased mainte-

nance, repairs, and

security improve-
ments”

“Safety and security”

“Lack of joint use
agreements creates
challenges”

... about Administration




6.9 SPECIFIC RECOMMENDATIONS

Based on the parks needs assessment map Figure
6-1 the areas of significant park needs that were
outlined can be overlaid onto the vacant land parcels
of the City to indicate areas of focus for planning
purposes. The open parcels within these areas should
be explored for additional parkland as these areas
are in most critical need for parks and open space.
Many of the parcels that are within the park needs
areas are generally small and do not offer significant
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opportunities for larger recreational amenities such
as ballfields or soccer fields. However, opportunity
areas in or adjacent to these areas (see Figure 6-6
and Figure 6-7) should also be explored, and if
redevelopment of these sites is considered, park land
should be made available to further offset the park
needs in these areas. The geographic distribution
of amenities within these areas should also be
considered to allow for placement of amenities
compared to existing amenities that may be currently
available around the sites.

Land Use Type
Commercial
Government
Industrial
Residential

L i Park Needs Areas

Not to scale. @

FIGURE 6-1: Vacant Land near Park Needs Areas

161



6.9.1 PARK SPECIFIC MASTER PLANS

Following the city-wide parks analysis facilitated the
understanding of the community needs, geographic
distribution of amenities, and City’s priorities. From
these three park sites were identified to complete
park level specific plans. These park specific plans
look at the parks at a master plan level, exploring re-
use of the spaces and finding better efficiencies in
the placement of amenities. The three park sites that
were identified were Grant Rea Park, Montebello City
Park, and Reggie Rodriguez, Park. More information
about each park can be found in Appendix I.

2

FIURE é-Z: Grant Rea Park Proposed Specific Plan

Grant Rea Park

As the City’s main active community park the design
makes use of the central area of the park by providing
a multi-use synthetic turf field to allow for both base-
ball and soccer use year-around. The park design
also includes overall ADA improvements throughout,
a new basketball and tennis court area, an enhanced
and enlarged inclusive playground and splash pad
area, a dog park, a new community center, a central
promenade with a new playground and enhanced
trails, enhancements to the north existing baseball/
softball field, enhancements to the youth softball
field, a new community garden at the batting cages
location, an enhanced trail with vehicular paving for
the ability to better patrol the park, and various fit-
ness nodes and activities.




Montebello City Park

As the park is the hub for the community, providing
a central place where families can gather for com-
munity events while also providing community-wide
recreational activities, the park design seeks to bring
balance to the level of service that the park offers
while also helping to clear some of the amenities that
are aging and that were placed somewhat haphaz-
ardly over time. The park design includes overall ADA
improvements and enhancements throughout, a re-
designed family event area, a new adventure play-
ground area, a new rectangular multi-use field and
bocce ball court area, a central promenade and splash
pad, a large multi-sport court area (basketball, tennis,
volleyball, pickleball, and futsal) with handball courts
and an outdoor fitness area, an enlarged skatepark
area, a new cultural themed playground area, and a
new walking trail with fitness pads.

Al I'] | B

FIGUE 6-3: Mntbello C-ify Park Proposed Speci Plan
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Reggie Rodriguez Park gathering area, a looped trail, a new t-ball and soc-
Reggie Rodriguez Park is in a key area of the City cer field, a community garden, a large multi-use soc-
where additional growth will put stress on the park, cer field, an enhanced and revised multi-sport court
requiring additional amenities and improvements. area (basketball, tennis, volleyball, and pickleball), en-
The park design increases the overall level of service hancements at the existing community center, and a
of the park and provides a larger playground area, a new park restroom building.

central promenade with art elements, a larger family

,- .1\ ';-._._.._..

—

FIGURE 6-4: Reggie Rodriguez Park Proposed Specific Plan
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6.9.2 JUA AGREEMENTS

Another method to help mitigate the LOS gaps within
the community is to establish a joint use agreement
with the school district as indicated in recommenda-
tions 6.7.4 and 6.8.1. As schools offer various amen-
ities that may be utilized by residents during times
when school is not in use, these amenities could help
to mitigate the growing LOS demand that the com-
munity will face. As seen in Figure 6-5, the school
sheds are located in areas of high park demand which
can greatly help these areas where parkland may be
hard to come by. This allows for additional benefits
to the communities within these areas. Furthermore,
these schools may provide areas where participating
students can further recreate in a social environment
that they are also using during school hours, fostering
greater community pride and sense of place.

6.9.3 AMENITY INFILL THROUGHOUT
THE CITY

In addition to the three specific park plans, further ex-
ploration of various infill amenities at parks through-
out the City may help find balance of amenities city-
wide. These may present less expensive and easier
opportunities as the identified areas (see pages 109-
134 in Chapter 5) can be constructed without major
park expansions being done. The infill of these areas
should be done in a geographically distributed man-
ner so that these elements can be accessible to the
greater community within the 15-minute walk times
or parksheds that serve the community (see Figure
6-6 and Figure 6-7).

The suggested infill amenities at the park level can
be found in Table 6-1. This table also includes the
improvements that were highlighted within the park
specific plans. Although these improvements provide
a roadmap for the City on which amenities could be
placed in each identified park, the ultimate placement
of these amenities should be further vetted by the
community that the park serves prior to inserting the
amenity. Furthermore, the locations at which these
improvements occur should be further explored as
utilities and other constraints were not studied at the
system wide planning level.

Soccer Fields
@ BaseballFields
. Softball Fields
1/2 Mile Walkshed
D Proposed Amenity

[tl Existing Amenity
- Montebello Parks
FIGURE 6-6: Proposed Field Amenities

. Basketball Courts

Tennis Courts
1/2 Mile Walkshed

Proposed Amenity
mwj Existing Amenity
- Montebello Parks

P
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TABLE 6-1: Proposed Facility Inventory

Community | Special
Mini-park Neighborhood Park Park / Center Use

Proposed Facility
Inventory

Reggie Rodriguez Park t
Montebello City Park t
Sanchez Adobe Museum
Montebello Golf Course
Grand Total Proposed

(%]
8
E
‘o

©
w
T

o

>

o

£

Q
14

Dutcher Tot Lot
Northridge Mini Park
Potrero Heights Park
Sanchez Adobe Park
Acuna Park

Ashiya Park

Bicknell Park

Chet Holified Park
Taylor Ranch Park
Community and Senior
Grant Rea Park t
Total Proposed

Center

Rec Center / Community Center

Community Centers 1
Senior Center
Teen Center

Performance Amphitheaters

Indoor Rec. Facilities

Nature Centers
Basketball Courts 1 1 1 4
Bocce ball 1 1
Community Gardens 1 1
Diamond Fields: Baseball (Adult - 230"+)**
Diamond Fields: Baseball (Youth - <230')** -1
Diamond Fields: Softball (Adult - 200'+)** -1 -1
Diamond Fields: Softball (Youth - <200')** -1 -1
Dog Parks 1 1
Multi-Purpose Field* 2 1
Field Hockey Field / Lacrosse 1
Football 1

1

4

O N|N N|o|o|o O~ |O

'
[ay

Soccer (Adult 14U+)*
Soccer (Youth 6U-12U)* 1 2
Baseball (Adult - 230'+)*
Baseball (Youth - <230)*
Softball (Adult - 200'+)*
Softball (Youth - <200)*
Pickleball*** 1 1
Picnic Areas (12+people) 1 1 1 2 2
Playgrounds (age 6-12) 1 1
Playgrounds (tot lot / age 2-5) 1 2
Rectangular Soccer (Adult 14U+)**
Rectangular Soccer (Youth 6U-12U)** 1
Skate Parks
Swimming pool

Outdoor Park & Rec Facilities

IR N
N

N NN A

Tennis Courts
Volleyball 1 1
Pedestrian Trails - miles

0.5
0.5

[l [ g [

e = vl
nmlelwololrloluNEIK|lw N o oN kPR 0N G S

G

Bicycle Trails - miles
Notes:

* Indicates a shared facility with seasonal use - point included in single purpose facilities
** Indiicates a single purpose facility, number includes shared facilities

*** May count some of the tennis courts if facility is shared
t Indicates park specific plan site
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6.9.4 POSSIBLE RECOMMENDATION
SCENARIO

In order to assess the value of the specific recommen-
dation, a scenario that indicates the LOS abilities of the
recommendations has been provided. This scenario
takes into account the following assumptions:

1. JUA agreements (only counted at 50%) of recrea-
tion areas.

2. The new park specific plan improvement amenities.

3. Park infill amenities for existing parks.

As seen in the table (see Table 6-3), if all of these items
in the scenario are included, most LOS amenities can be
achieved. As youth baseball could be played at softball
fields by using a portable mound, these facilities may be
accounted for in the softball youth category. For adult
baseball fields, the school facilities may be used or the
City may consider finding a location for adult fields at
the opportunity sites as these may provide additional
land for the larger footprint of this facility type. Further
balancing of amenities could also be considered at the
opportunity sites if park land becomes available but
these should be distributed in a manner to serve the en-
tire community.

TABLE 6-2: Priority of Proposed Facility Inventory

6.9.5 FUNDING, OPERATIONS, AND
MAINTENANCE RECOMMENDATIONS

Further cost impact studies may be found in Appendix
Il of the report. Cost studies highlight each of the rec-
ommendation’s range of capital and operational costs
along with the appropriate time to complete the sug-
gested recommendations. This appendix also includes
a comparative analysis of other cities in the region along
with further funding, operational, and maintenance
notes with various traditional and alternative funding
sources for consideration.

Mini-park Neighborhood Park
Priority of 5 o . <« | =
o E { [ S 2
= a @ © o h=
Proposed 5 o g | & c 3 3
< & < = > c
[ - O = ~ A&7
ili £y 28| 3 5 s E3
Facility Inventory BEScRER R 2 E; 2 58
Community Centers
Basketball Courts Area 2

Bocce ball

Multi-Purpose Field*
Soccer (Youth U6-12)*

Pickleball***

Picnic Areas (12+people) Area 1

Playgrounds (age 6-12)

Playgrounds (tot lot / age 2-5)

Area2 &3 Areal Areab

Timeframe
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TABLE 6-3: Future Facility LOS Scenario

~ (7] (V]
: s = P s £ = - 0
Level of Service based on g 6 2.3 £ga g2 9 =5
s T \ c o = Qo = =
2035 Population, ParkInfil, ¢ 82 2 = £28¢ f°% 3= Eg| _$23.
m 5 £ 5 Q= el = & ©®© — T 0 T~ &
Park Master Plans, and JUA Eg; §§ ‘_éfogéﬁ _2’%5 53 §§ ‘Q-ﬁﬁgﬁ
: COo#H% a~ _&6%=0a9 4= 9 g5 TET 5 ex
Scenario ggégﬁg‘%}jgﬁﬁ 53 E <Z(§ gggfgﬁﬁ
(79.389Est.Pop.PerAGS) %3¢ BT SS5¥§8 T2¢ 3¢ g5 SFUTS
S<e df 3R edcsa RPAL Zé6 b 3R 3R
4 |Rec Center 2 1 1 0 X 0.7
~ |Community Centers 1 0 0 1 2.0
‘-E_ Senior Center 1 0 0 0 1.0
é Teens Center 0 0 0 0 0.0
§ Performance Amphitheaters 1 0 2 0 2.0
" |Nature Centers 0 0 0 0 0.0
Basketball Courts 4 0 43, 7 32.8
Bocce ball 1 0 0 2 3.0
Community Gardens 0 0 2 2 3.0
Diamond Fields: Baseball (Adult - 230'+)** 1 0 0 0 1.0
Diamond Fields: Baseball (Youth - <230')** 0 0 2 -1 0.0
Diamond Fields: Softball (Adult - 200'+)** 2 0 0 -1 5.5
Diamond Fields: Softball (Youth - <200')** 2 0 6 -2 7.5
Dog Parks 0 0 0 2 2.0
Multi-Purpose Field* 2 0 8 3 9.0
@ Field Hockey / Lacrosse Field 0 0 0 1 1.0
& Football 0 0 3 1 25
| Soccer (Aduit U14+)* 0 0 3 1 25
| Soccer (Youth U6-12)* 2 0 7 7 12,5
fz Baseball (Adult - 230'+)* 0 0 0 0 0.0
&_‘5 Baseball (Youth - <230)* 0 0 0 0 0.0
’g Softball (Adult - 200'+)* 2 0 1 2 4.5
1| Softball (Youth - <200)* 0 0 3 3 4.5
= |Pickleball*** 0 0 0 12 12.0 6,250 6,000
Picnic Areas (12+people) 13 0 0 14 27.0 5,000 4,800
Playgrounds (age 6-12) 8 0 7 7 18.5 3,860 3,700
Playgrounds (tot lot / age 2-5) 4 0 4 5 11.0 11,200 10,800
Rectangular Soccer (Adult U14+)** 0 0 3 0 4.0 16,644 13,900
Rectangular Soccer (Youth U6-12)** 0 0 7 1 17.0 9,085 7,600
Skate Parks 1 0 0 0 1.0 62,570 62,600
Swimming pool 2 1 2 0 3.3 45,800 35,100
Tennis Courts 4 6 19 3 18.0 6,250 5,800
Volleyball 0 0 1 9 9.5 22,250 20,800
§ Pedestrian Trails - miles 4.12 0 0 15 5.6 2,300 1,900
= |Bicycle Trails - miles 3.72 0 0 1.5 5.2 2,450 2,000
Notes:

* Indicates a shared facility with seasonal use - point included in single purpose facilities
** Indicates a single purpose facility, number includes shared facilities
***¥ May count some of the tennis courts if facility is shared
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